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1. Introduction

In order to make WLAN interworking prosper, developing and supplying appropriate WLAN UEs are crucial. Fortunately, some companies started to introduce promising WLAN UEs which have features together such as a cellular radio interface, access to a  (U)SIM card, a WLAN radio interface and OS/softwares supporting multimedia services.

In the current version of TS 23.234, there is only short description about a WLAN UE in the section 6.2.1.Although it already has some sentences about the different possibilities for WLAN UEs, it lacks more detailed classification of a WLAN UE.

In accordance with GPRS UE classes, which can be found in TS 22.060(section 6.1) and TS 23.060(section 5.4), we propose the following text changes for the WLAN UE classes.

2. Proposed changes of the TS

******************* First amended section *******************

6.2
Network elements

6.2.1
WLAN UE

A WLAN UE is the UE (equipped with UICC card including (U)SIM) utilized by a 3GPP subscriber to access the WLAN interworking. A WLAN UE may include terminal types whose configuration (e.g. interface to a UICC), operation and software environment are not under the exclusive control of the 3GPP system operator, such as a laptop computer or PDA with a WLAN card, UICC card reader and suitable software applications
6.2.1.1 WLAN UE classes

According to its capability, a WLAN UE is categorized into three classes.

Class WA WLAN UE: This class of a WLAN UE has both 3GPP and WLAN radio interfaces. The WLAN UE can be attached to both WLAN and 3GPP systems at the same time, when an interworking WLAN is available. Also it supports simultaneous access to both WLAN and UMTS systems by activating both radio interfaces.
Class WB WLAN UE: This class of a WLAN UE has both 3GPP and WLAN radio interfaces. But it does not support simultaneous access to both WLAN and UMTS systems because it can operate only one radio interface at a time.

Class WC WLAN UE: This class of a WLAN UE has only a WLAN radio interface. It is capable of WLAN attach and WLAN access only, when an interworking WLAN is available.
































































































