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1. Overall Description:

TSG GERAN WG2 thanks TSG SA2 for the Liaison Statement on this subject. 

TSG GERAN WG2 has considered the introduction of the preservation feature for real time PDP contexts in A/Gb mode and carefully studied the triggers for preservation in GERAN A/Gb mode, which were standardised in TS 23.060 for Rel5 onwards. The outcome of the considerations in TSG GERAN WG2 was that for Rel-5 no solution could be agreed for the Radio Status procedure which would ensure that the MS and the network are synchronized.

2. Discussions using the Radio Status procedure as trigger:
TSG GERAN WG2 identified that the usage of the Radio Status procedure as trigger for preservation causes impacts on RLC/MAC specification (link failure detection in the MS, synchronization between MS and BSS). A Rel5 CR which proposed the necessary changes in the RLC/MAC specification (TS 44.060) was treated in GERAN WG2, but these modifications were not accepted in GERAN WG2 and consequently the Radio Status cannot be used as trigger for preservation in Rel5. 

During GERAN #17 it was further discussed how a Rel6 solution, which is based on the Radio Status procedure for the preservation of realtime PDP contexts, could look like which solves the identified problem related to the link failure detection and synchronisation between the MS and the BSS. No concrete solution was found but it was discussed to re-use mechanisms on the radio interface, which are applicable due to the introduction of conversational support in A/Gb mode.  

As the preservation of real time PDP contexts in A/Gb mode is a new feature, the network may only perform it if the mobile station is supporting it. Thus a flag in the MS network capability IE is needed.

As the radio status procedure is a legacy Gb functionality, it is necessary to introduce new cause values for the preservation. Otherwise the SGSN could not distinguish whether the Radio Status it triggered by a legacy BSS or by a BSS which supports the preservation ( i.e. a BSS which implements the criteria when the BSS shall assume a radio link failure which needs to defined). 

TSG GERAN WG2 will inform TSG SA2 once a solution is found for Rel6.

3. Actions:

TSG GERAN WG2 kindly asks TSG SA WG2 to discuss whether to keep the Suspend procedure as trigger for the preservation in Rel5, or to completely remove the "preservation procedures for real time PDP contexts in A/Gb mode " from 3GPP TS 23.060 in Rel5. 

4. Date of Next TSG GERAN WG2 Meetings:

GERAN#17bis
12th ​– 16th January 2004
Edinburgh, UK

GERAN#18
3rd ​– 5th February 2004
Reykjavik, Iceland
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