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1. Discussion

In TS 23.234, annex A.2.1, the following paragraph is written:

1. 3GPP AAA server detects that it requires new authentication vectors for a given 3GPP subscriber. This can happen for example, when a new 3GPP subscriber has accessed 3GPP AAA Server for authentication or when a new set of authentication information is required for one of the 3GPP subscribers already registered in the 3GPP AAA server.  

3GPP AAA server sends "AUTH INFO REQUEST" message to the HSS/HLR requesting a set of authentication vectors. In the message the subscriber is identified by a unique identifier which is used as the username part of the NAI identity. 

In case of USIM authentication (EAP/AKA) the utilised unique identifier shall be the pseudonym (associated with the IMSI) allocated in a previous authentication or, in case of the very first authentication, the IMSI.   

The NAI is received by the AAA server in the EAP message coming from the AAA proxy. The AAA server is the only one able to decrypt and extract the IMSI from the NAI, and the IMSI is the only possible identity to be used in the Auth Info Request MAP message, which is received by the HLR (this node understands the IMSI, but not a NAI format).

2. Proposal

The above-mentioned paragraph should be changed to:

2. 3GPP AAA server detects that it requires new authentication vectors for a given 3GPP subscriber. This can happen for example, when a new 3GPP subscriber has accessed 3GPP AAA Server for authentication or when a new set of authentication information is required for one of the 3GPP subscribers already registered in the 3GPP AAA server.  

3GPP AAA server sends "AUTH INFO REQUEST" message to the HSS/HLR requesting a set of authentication vectors. In the message the subscriber is identified by the IMSI, which is decrypted by the 3GPP AAA server from the username part of the NAI.

 
































































































