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1. Overall Description:

3GPP SA2 is currently working on the standardization of 3GPP-WLAN Interworking (I-WLAN) Scenario 3, and would like to ask GSM Association WLAN TF for guidance on following topics:

Per-user charging requirements in the VPLMN
SA2 has taken the working assumption that per user charging is a general requirement for Scenario-3 WLAN Interworking, concerning e.g. the user-data volumes tunnelled via the VPLMN when roaming. The assumption is that the per user charging data should be generated in both VPLMN and HPLMN, irrespective of whether the services are delivered from HPLMN or VPLMN. The main purpose is to enable reliable inter-operator settlements.

1) 3GPP SA2 kindly asks GSMA to confirm (or question) this requirement. Shall an authenticated user identity be included in the charging and accounting information available in the VPLMN to be used for interoperator settlements? Alternatively, the charging and accounting information available in the VPLMN may only contain the tunnel identifier. Note that interoperator settlements can also be based on the tunnel identifier. 

I-WLAN SSID

3GPP has considered the possiblity of using a specific string within the SSID to indicate that a given WLAN AN supports 3G interworking. A WLAN supporting interworking to a 3GPP network is referred to as a I-WLAN. The SID of such a WLAN would not need to be a single SSID, but  some standardised information within such SSIDs could  indicate that 3G interworking is available.

Although such an SSID shall not be mandated to be supported by all the interworking WLAN ANs, some delegates considered it as a good tool to help the client trying interworking WLAN ANs first.

Following this discussion, it was concluded that of the formating of the SSID is more properly in the scope of GSMA instead of 3GPP, hence it was decided to remove this information from TS 23.234.

2) 3GPP kindly asks GSMA to consider the discussion above and to reply back to SA2 whether GSMA sees value in standardising the format of the SSID. 

2. Actions:

To GSMA WLAN TF:

SA2 kindly asks GSMA WLAN TF group to consider the information given above, and to provide answers to the questions 1 and 2 before SA2#38 (Feb. 16 – 20, 2004). 

3. Dates of Next SA2 Meetings:

SA2 #37
12 - 16 Jan 2004, Innsbruck

SA2 #38
16 - 20 Feb 2004, Atlanta

