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· GP-032609: Correction to the Coding of SNA Access Information IE

· GP-032611: CR to 48.008 Cause value “Access Restricted Due to Shared Networks”
1. Overall Description:

SNA Access Information IE was introduced, at the request of TSG CN WG4, into 3GPP TS 48.008 in GERAN #11 meeting (GP-022321: “Support for Shared Network in connected mode”). TSG GERAN then endorsed the alternative preferred by CN4, i.e. carrying the information as a parameter of the BSSMAP Handover Request message encapsulated in the MAP Prepare Handover.

Since then, the SNA Access Information IE is only sent over E-interface to be used exclusively in UTRAN, but TSG GERAN WG2 recently started discussions on the use of SNA Access Information in GERAN A/Gb mode.

1.1 Coding of the SNA Access Information IE

As specified today in 48.008, SNA Access Information IE value encoding is defined "in relevant RANAP specification" (3GPP TS 25.413), but it was proposed in TSG GERAN WG2 (see GP-032609 attached) that this coding should rather be fully defined in 48.008 without making use of ASN.1 syntax. One advantage of this approach is that, if the application of SNA Access Information in endorsed for GERAN A/Gb mode, the BSS would not need to use ASN.1 to decode the IE. One drawback is that the Core Network would need to translate this IE e.g. whenever a mapping between HANDOVER REQUEST and RELOCATION REQUEST messages is needed (e.g. 2G ( 3G inter-MSC handover).

· TSG GERAN WG2 would like to request whether the proposal in GP-032609 is obeying the regular TSG CN WG4 principles for protocols design.

1.2 Limited available space in Handover Request

3GPP TS 48.006 restricts the BSSMAP message length to 255 octets, which might not be enough, in some situations, to include the SNA Access Information within the available space in the HANDOVER REQUEST message. One solution proposed to TSG GERAN WG2 (see GP-032609 attached) to overcome this limitation is to transfer the SNA Access Information separately in the COMMON ID message. In that case, the SNA Access Information will not be available at the destination node at the time the HANDOVER REQUEST is received.

· TSG GERAN WG2 would like TSG CN WG4 to comment on the above issue and on the proposed solution to overcome it.

1.3 Mapping of Iu Release Request to Clear Request

In SNA concept, the RNC includes the cause “Access Restricted due to shared networks” into the RANAP Iu Release Request message in case that RNC is forced to release the connection due to terminal movement to forbidden area. If the MSC receiving the Iu Release Request is in the role of MSC-B and BSSMAP is used in MAP/E, this cause should be indicated to MSC-A with the BSSAP Clear Request message (see GP-032611: CR to 48.008 Cause value “Access Restricted Due to Shared Networks”).

While checking impacts to 3GPP TS 29.010, TSG GERAN WG2 found that the mapping between Iu Release Request and Clear Request messages is missing. TSG GERAN WG2 would like to ask TSG CN WG4 whether there is any essential reason for this or if this mapping rather needs to be included.

2. Actions:

TSG GERAN WG2 kindly ask TSG CN WG4 to comment and provide guidance on the following issues:

· TSG GERAN WG2 would like to request whether the proposal described in GP-032609 about how to encode of the SNA Information IE when included in the HANDOVER REQUEST / COMMON ID BSSMAP messages is obeying the regular TSG CN WG4 principles for protocols design.

· TSG GERAN WG2 would like TSG CN WG4 to comment on the issue of SNA Access Information exceeding the available space in the HANDOVER REQUEST message and on the proposed solution to overcome it (separate sending in COMMON ID message).

· TSG GERAN WG2 would also like to be informed whether there is any essential reason why the mapping between Iu Release Request and Clear Request messages is missing in 3GPP TS 29.010, or if it rather needs to be included.

3. Date of Next TSG GERAN WG2 Meetings:

GERAN WG2 Meeting #17bis 
12 – 16 Jan. 2004
Edinburgh, UK
GERAN WG2 Meeting #18 
03 – 05 Feb. 2004
Reykjavik, Iceland

GERAN WG2 Meeting #18bis 
22 – 26 Mar. 2004
Phoenix, USA
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