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6.4.3.2
Attributes discussed per traffic class

Conversational class 

If the UMTS bearer carries speech service, Source statistics descriptor can be set, which allows UMTS to calculate a statistical multiplexing gain in core network, RAN and UE and use that for admission control.

Although the bitrate of a conversational source codec may vary, conversational traffic is assumed to be relatively non‑bursty. Maximum bitrate specifies the upper limit of the bitrate with which the UMTS bearer delivers SDUs at the SAPs. The UMTS bearer is not required to transfer traffic exceeding the Guaranteed bitrate. Maximum and guaranteed bitrate attributes are used for resource allocation within UMTS. Minimum resource requirement is determined by guaranteed bitrate (When a conversational source generates less traffic than allocated for the bearer, the unused resources can of course be used by other bearers.)

Since the traffic is non-bursty, it is meaningful to guarantee a transfer delay of an arbitrary SDU.

Conversational bearers are likely to be realised in RAN without RLC re-transmissions. Hence, RAN transport is more efficient and thereby cheaper if RLC PDU size is adapted to UMTS bearer SDU size (RLC transparent mode). This motivates the use of SDU format information. The SDU periodicity knowledge needed to operate in RLC transparent mode is obtained through dividing the largest defined SDU format by Maximum bitrate. This shall be considered when setting the attribute values in a service request.

The Maximum SDU size is only applicable if SDU format information is not specified and is used for admission control and policing and/or optimising transport. If Maximum SDU size is specified the SDU size is variable. If SDU format information is specified, with one or several possible sizes, each SDU shall exactly conform to one of the specified sizes. By using the SDU error ratio, Residual bit error ratio and Delivery of erroneous SDUs attribute, the application requirement on error rate can be specified, as well as whether the application wants UMTS to detect and discard SDUs containing errors and an adequate forward error correction means can be selected.

Streaming class 

If the UMTS bearer carries streaming speech service, Source statistics descriptor can be set, which allows UMTS to calculate a statistical multiplexing gain in core network, RAN and UE and use that for admission control.

As for conversational class, streaming traffic is assumed to be rather non-bursty. Maximum bitrate specifies the upper limit of the bitrate the UMTS bearer delivers SDUs at the SAPs. The UMTS bearer is not required to transfer traffic exceeding the Guaranteed bitrate. Maximum and guaranteed bitrate attributes are used for resource allocation within UMTS. Minimum resource requirement is determined by guaranteed bitrate. (When a streaming source generates less traffic than allocated for the bearer, the unused resources can of course be used by other bearers.)

Since the traffic is non-bursty, it is meaningful to guarantee a transfer delay of an arbitrary SDU.

The transfer delay requirements for streaming are typically in a range where at least in a part of this range RLC re‑transmission may be used. It is assumed that the application's requirement on delay variation is expressed through the transfer delay attribute, which implies that there is no need for an explicit delay variation attribute.

It shall be possible for Streaming bearers to be realised in RAN without RLC re-transmissions. Hence, RAN transport is more efficient and thereby cheaper if RLC PDU size is adapted to UMTS bearer SDU size (RLC transparent mode). This motivates the use of SDU format information. The SDU periodicity knowledge needed to operate in RLC transparent mode is obtained through dividing the largest defined SDU format by Maximum bitrate. This shall be considered when setting the attribute values in a service request.

The Maximum SDU size is only applicable if SDU format information is not specified and is used for admission control and policing and/or optimising transport. If Maximum SDU size is specified the SDU size is variable. If SDU format information is specified, with one or several possible sizes, each SDU shall exactly conform to one of the specified sizes.

By using the SDU error ratio, Residual bit error ratio and Delivery of erroneous SDUs attribute, the application requirement on error rate can be specified, as well as whether the application wants UMTS to detect and discard SDUs containing errors.

Interactive class

This bearer class is optimised for transport of human or machine interaction with remote equipment, such as web browsing. The source characteristics are unknown but may be bursty.

To be able to limit the delivered data rate for applications and external networks by traffic conditioning, maximum bitrate is included.

There is a definite need to differentiate between quality for bearers within the interactive class. One alternative would be to set absolute guarantees on delay, bitrate etc, which however at present seems complex to implement within RAN/CN. Instead, traffic handling priority is used. SDUs of a UMTS bearer with higher traffic handling priority is given priority over SDUs of other bearers within the interactive class, through UMTS-internal scheduling.

It is principally impossible to combine this relative approach with attributes specifying delay, bitrate, packet loss etc, so an interactive bearer gives no quality guarantees, and the actual bearer quality will depend on the load of the system and the admission control policy of the network operator.

The only additional attribute that is reasonable to specify is the bit integrity of the delivered data, which is given by SDU error ratio, Residual bit error ratio and Delivery of erroneous SDUs. Because there are no reserved resources for interactive class, SDU error ratio should be used as a target value. SDU error ratio cannot be guaranteed under abnormal load conditions.
If the Signalling Indication is set, a statistical multiplexing gain and/or improvements in signalling speed may be obtained within the UTRAN. The UE should restrict the amount of user data fields and parameters included in signalling messages sent over a bearer identified for signalling with this field in order to avoid incorrect use of this bearer.
Background class

The background class is optimised for machine-to-machine communication that is not delay sensitive, such as messaging services. Background applications tolerate a higher delay than applications using the interactive class, which is the main difference between the background and interactive classes.

UMTS only transfers background class SDUs when there is definite spare capacity in the network. To be able to limit the delivered data rate for applications and external networks by traffic conditioning, maximum bitrate is included.

No other guarantee than bit integrity in the delivered data, given by SDU error ratio, Residual bit error ratio and Delivery of erroneous SDUs , is needed. Because there are no reserved resources for background class, SDU error ratio should be used as a target value. SDU error ratio cannot be guaranteed under abnormal load conditions.
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