3GPP TSG-SA WG2 meeting #35                                                               Tdoc S2-033566
Bangkok, 27th – 31st October 2003
Title:
IMS Smart Card
Source:
Fujitsu

Release:
Rel-6

Work Item:
9.3
1. Overall Description:

In 22.228, it says “In R5 the ISIM application shall require the presence of a USIM application on the same UICC. This shall not preclude the possibility in later releases of having an ISIM in a UICC that does not contain a USIM. “

This requirement has direct impact on IMS access independence. A UE is regarded as one of the boundary point between IMS domain and non IMS domain. In Rel5, each UE contains a UICC card, which includes USIM and ISIM. The USIM is used to access UMTS resources and ISIM is used for access IMS only services. 
To achieve IMS access independence, it shall be possible to physically separate the USIM and ISIM to two different UICC cards. Then the UICC card with ISIM only will become an IMS specific smart card.
That way, the following scenarios can be supported:

An IMS user can have one 3GPP subscription but multiple IMS subscriptions from different IMS providers at the same time, e.g. swap IMS smart cards to same UE.
An IMS user can have one IMS subscription and could access IMS services on top of different 3GPP subscriptions, e.g. swap IMS smart card to more than one UEs
Support multiple terminal scenarios (22.228 requirement). An IMS operator could issue more than one IMS smart cards belonging to same IMS subscription, so IMS user can insert the card to each of his/her devices. 

2. Proposal

Based on the above discussion, it is proposed that the following text to be added:

3
Definitions, symbols and abbreviations

3.1
Definitions

IMS Smart card: a smart card inside the UE containing ISIM application used for accessing IMS only, e.g. a UICC containing only ISIM without USIM. IMS smart card is owned by the IMS provider.
IP Connectivity Network Smart Card: a smart card inside the UE used for getting IP connectivity in access networks e.g. GPRS,  3GPP2, WLAN IW  IP connectivity network smart card is owned by IP connectivity network provider. 
4.1 UE and ISIM/USIM

Editor's note: This clause is planned to contain the UE-related architectural concepts and ISIM/USIM related considerations to the extent applicable for SA2.

UE is the boundary point for IMS access independence. The ISIM is considered as IMS specific function. In Rel6 or later release, it shall be possible for the IMS capable UE to support both the IMS smart card and the IP connectivity network smart card simultaneously. The interface between the application inside the IMS smart card and the IMS core and the interface between the application inside the IP connectivity network smart card shall be independent of each other. 
