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1. Overall Description:

In CN4 there are ongoing discussions about the most suitable mechanisms to authorize, authenticate and retrieve user profile information through D’/Gr’ interface. This work has created confusion since it is not clear, according to stage 2 TS 23.234, whether this interface has to be defined in stage 3 by CN. The reasons for this lack of understanding are:

· The D’/Gr’ interface is defined in TS 23.234 as optional, and in annex A.3 is stated:

Since pre-R6 Subscriber Data records in HLR do not have any standardized information related to WLAN subscription, the choice and interpretation of the retrieved data is left up to the operator.

With this statement, it seems that SA2 assumes that there will not exist any subscriber information in the HLR related to WLAN interworking, and the operator has to implement a proprietary solution to define such subscriber information and retrieve. 

· The mechanism defined in annex 3 for subscriber profile retrieval (using MAP Restore Data) seems to contradict one of the main requirements of WLAN interworking, which is “This TS proposes solutions for operators who want to interwork their WLAN with an existing pre-R6 HLR/HSS” or “that the impacts in HLR/AuC shall be minimized”.
· If SA2 purpose was to have D’/Gr’ interface defined in stage 3 for R6, that seems to be the same case as for Wx interface, and then SA2 should clarify which of both interfaces wants to be defined by CN4 for this release (it does not make sense to (in the same release) define two protocols for the same purpose between two nodes).
·  CN4 has also identified impacts on the HLR in the way it has to be upgraded to support D’/Gr’ interface.
2. Actions:

CN4 kindly request SA2 to reconsider whether D’/Gr’interface should be standardized having in mind that the existing HLR cannot be reused for these interfaces.

3. Date of Next CN4 Meeting:

CN4#22               February 2004
USA

CN4#23               May 2004 
Croatia

