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Text in the current TR includes two possibly contradictory statements:

1) credit/resources can be pooled in the Traffic Plane function and shared between service-flows
2) rating decisions are centrally controlled

Since credit and resources can only be pooled if they are rated identically, we propose text to clarify that credit/resources can only be pooled when the OCS has indicated that the service flows will be rated identically. 

If accepted, an LS should be sent to SA5 outlining the new requirement, since at present rating information does not leave the OCS.

Proposed Changes
/****** first proposed change ******/
4.3.2
Credit management

In case of online charging, it shall be possible to:

1. for multiple charging rules identified in the Traffic Plane Function as being rated identically, to have a pool of credit/resource applied at the Traffic Plane Function.

2. have individual credit/resource limits for each charging rule applied at the Traffic Plane Function

Rating decisions shall be strictly controlled by the OCS for each service and may be optionally communicated to the Traffic Plane Function.

Note: ‘credit’ as used here does not imply actual monetary credit, but an abstract measure of resources available to the user. The relationship between this abstract measure, actual money, and actual network resources or data transfer, is controlled by the OCS.

/****** end of first proposed change ******/

























































































































































































































































