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1. Overall Description:

SA2 has been considering the requirements to provide volume/time based charging for MBMS.  SA2 has concluded that inaccuracies in the  time/volume based charging  are related to the size of the Multicast area.  

SA2 has assumed that SGSN, GGSN and BM-SC will generate charging data, which could indicate the duration of the session, the volume of transmitted data per UE, always under the assumption that the UEs are within the Multicast area.   Any Multicast area assumption other than the whole PLMN area would require considerable effort to trace the UE locations whether inside or outside the service area. It may prevent completely the IDLE mode for MBMS UEs when the RAN needs to trace locations on cell granularity. The probability that the UE has left the service area increases as the size of the multicast area decreases.  This is especially noticeable when the multicast area is the size on one cell. For these reasons SA2 maintain for charging data generation the assumption that the UEs are always within the service area. So the charging data may include information related to UEs that have left the service area and so are unable to receive the multicast session.  This is avoided by making the Multicast area equal to the PLMN area. In any case the MBMS service area is available to limit the area within which MBMS data are sent.
2. Actions:

To SA1 group.

ACTION: 
SA2 asks SA1 to take note of this restriction to MBMS charging and to inform SA2 and SA5 if they see no need for volume/time based charging data to be generated.
3. Date of Next TSG-SA2 Meetings:

TSG SA WG2 #35
27-31 October, Bangkok
TSG SA WG2 #36
24-28th November, Sophia Antipolis
�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �Page: 1���to be removed before LS is sent





