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1. Overall Description:

SA2 has now sent TS 23.246 (MBMS stage 2) to SA for approval and has attached the latest version of this TS for information. (Note: This version is the same as that being sent to SA for approval). 

SA2 would like to highlight to CN3 certain specific text from the stage 2 TS and some important working assumptions that SA2 have agreed.

The text below taken from the stage 2 TS defines the overall functionality of the Gmb interface, identifying the two differing types of signalling, namely MBMS service specific and User specific signalling, and some the triggers and information elements that are exchanged. The exact details as to the triggers for the functionality and further information regarding can be found from the stage 2 message flows. 

MBMS service specific Gmb signalling:

-
The GGSN establishes the MBMS bearer context and registers at BM-SC.

-
The GGSN or the BM-SC releases the MBMS bearer context and de-register the GGSN from the BM-SC.

· The BM-SC indicates session start and stop to the GGSN including session attributes like QoS or multicast area.

User specific Gmb signalling:

-
The BM-SC authorises the user specific MBMS multicast service activation (join) at the GGSN.

-
The GGSN reports to the BM-SC the successful user specific MBMS multicast activation (join) to allow the BM-SC to synchronise the BM-SC UE MBMS context and charging with the MBMS UE contexts in SGSN and GGSN.

-
The GGSN reports to the BM-SC when a user specific MBMS multicast service is released or deactivated (e.g. when the radio contact is lost) to synchronise BM-SC UE MBMS contexts and charging with the MBMS UE contexts in SGSN and GGSN.

- 
The BM-SC initiates the deactivation of  a user specific MBMS multicast service when the MBMS service is terminated at application layer.

SA2 discussed certain options for protocol choice that would meet the above requirement but felt that this decision would be better taken within the relevant CN working group where (the) technical competency exists.  

It should be noted however, that although no specific protocol choice has been made it has been agreed as a working assumption that the Gmb interface should be based on AAA procedures, and the choice of protocol should reflect this.

2. Actions:

SA2 kindly request CN3 to start investigating the protocol choice for the Gmb interface and inform SA2 once this decision has been made.
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