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Introduction

TR 23.825 v0.5.0 describes the filtering functionality of the traffic plane function. The following aspects should be discussed and clarified:

· Service filters based on the complete IP 5 tuple can be used: 

While this is common practice for an identification of an IP flow it would also allow the identification of specific services to a certain degree (e.g. based on well-known port numbers or known server IP addresses).

· Filtering on service flows associated with all PDP contexts: 

To have a scalable solution we think it is necessary to limit this function to one APN. This seems to be no functional limitation, because one service (which has to be charged individually) should not be distributed among different APNs.

· Action in case of no applicable filter for a service flow: 

We think it is necessary to describe the action of the traffic plane function when there is no filter applicable. In such a case, no charging is applied and the service flow passes the traffic plane function without any action.

Proposed Changes

Start of modified section

4.2
Traffic Plane Function

This refers to the filtering that identifies the service flows that need to be charged at different rates. Basic example: look for packets to and from service A.

· Filtering with respect to service type based on the transport and application protocols used above IP, e.g. MMS, HTTP, WAP etc. shall be studied. This includes ability to differentiate between TCP, Wireless-TCP according to WAP 2.0, WDP, etc, in addition to differentiation at the application level.

· Different filtering shall be supported for downlink and uplink

· Different granularity for service filters identifying the service flow shall be possible e.g.

· Simple filters such as based on IP address and port numbers

· Filters based on the IP 5 tuple (source IP address, destination IP address, source port number, destination port number, protocol ID of the protocol above IP)
· In the case of GPRS, the traffic plane function shall provide the ability to support simultaneous independent filtering on service flows associated with all, and each individual active PDP contexts; that is, primary and secondary PDP contexts, of one APN.
· In case of no applicable filters for a service flow, no charging is applied and the service flow passes the traffic plane function without any action.
End of modified section







