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1. Overall Description:

SA2 would like to thank RAN3 for their response LS on RAN Assumptions in MBMS TS in R3-030896 and would like to make the following comments.

In response to the RAN3 response, SA2 would like to inform RAN3 that SA2 would like to make the following comments on the RAN assumptions.

· "When the UE link (MBMS service(s) the UE has join) is provided to UTRAN"
RAN3 agreed that the UE Link (MBMS service(s) the UE has joined) is provided to UTRAN when the UE moves to PMM-CONNECTED and sets up a RAB or when the UE joins an MBMS Service and is in PMM-connected due to an existing ps RAB. So, this can happen at any point in time during Service Availability (i.e. before, between and after Sessions). The UE Linking will be performed via UE dedicated Iu procedures.
Additionally, RAN3 would like to inform SA2 that the time at which the UE Link is provided over the Iur interface is still under discussion.

SA2 would like to point out that there is no concept of “Service Availability” within SA2 specification nor does it intend to define any such concept. Further, SA2 would also like to clarify that a user/UE can join an MBMS service at any time after the user has noted the Service announcement, which may occur days or even week(s) before session start. The only indication about the MBMS service data provided by CN to the UTRAN is the session start. 

It is the understanding of SA2 that the time period between Session start and the Data Transfer is implementation dependent. The duration of this time should take into account actions need by all network elements including within UTRAN  the actions such as notification, counting, bearer establishment etc.

· "Whether transfer of session attributes is done over the Iu or the Iur interface"
RAN3 made the working assumption that the MBMS Session Attributes are provided via the Iu interface (even in the DRNC case). This working assumption includes the fact that the DRNC will send an "RNC Service specific Registration" to its default SGSN.
This so-called Registration mechanism is similar to the "MBMS Bearer Request procedure" in section 8.4 of TS 23.246 and one identified consequence is that it may have to go upwards through the CN in a similar way. This mechanism is used to register the DRNC in the SGSN so that it can receive the Session Attributes in the MBMS Session Start message over the Iu interface.

SA2 agrees with these assumptions.

· "What is the definition of the “MBMS Service Context” for RAN. It could be a context containing all the service information (created in RNC at Session Start) or a context created when the first UE is linked to the service in the RNC (possibly before Session Start)."
As a consequence of the first agreement, RAN3 also agreed that the MBMS Service Context is created in the SRNC during service availability when first UE was linked. If no MBMS Service Context exists when the Session Start arrives in the RNC then an MBMS Service Context shall be created. The "DRNC case" is still under discussion.
As mentioned in the first response SA2 has no concept of service availability nor does it intend to define any such concept.

SA2 understands from the RAN WG3 response that it is the intention to provide a UE link, which would create the MBMS Service context when the first UE joins an MBMS service after Service announcement. 

As mentioned above, SA2 would like to remind RAN WG3s that the only information regarding the MBMS service sent to the RNC, before data transfer, is given in the Session start procedure, and would like to draw attention to the latest version of the TS.

This may require changes to the RAN assumption on when the MBMS service context is created in the RNC.

· RAN3 agreed that the MBMS Session Start procedure also provides the MBMS Iu Data Bearer Establishment functionality and the Session Stop also provides the MBMS Iu Data Bearer Release functionality.
It has been identified that this might result in a few cases (due to UE mobility) where the RNC receives MBMS Data on the Iu interface when it is not actually transmitting MBMS data to UEs. Thus, it is under discussion whether a separate mechanism is needed to allow the Release and the Re-establishment of the Iu User Plane resources or not.

SA2 notes these assumptions.

New RAN 3 Questions

Question 1: RAN3 would like to know how the Multicast Area will be defined: is it going to be a list of Routing Areas, a set of geographical coordinates (like a polygon) or something else?
SA2 believes that the stage 1 definition on Multicast area points to a geographical area based on cells. SA2 has not discussed in detail how this could be implemented and would welcome the RAN view on this issue. Depending on the outcome of such discussion, further clarification from SA1 may be required. 

Question 2: It was agreed in RAN3 that it would be interesting for the RNC to have some quantified information on the duration of the MBMS Session. RAN3 would like to know whether it is possible to obtain such an information and to include it in the Session Attributes.
SA2 does not believe it will be possible to provide this information as the duration of the MBMS session may be determined by external sources. E.g. The Internet.

