3GPP TSG-SA WG2 meeting #32     
Tdoc S2-031704

San Diego, U.S.A. , 12th – 16th May 2003
__________________________________________________________________________________

3GPP TSG-GERAN Meeting #14


Tdoc GP-030913

Munich, Germany, 7 – 11 April 2003

Title:
LS on DRX parameter
Response to:
LS (S2-030958) on DRX parameter from SA2

Source:
TSG GERAN

To:
SA2

Cc:
CN1, RAN1, RAN2, RAN3, T2

Contact Person:


Name:
Sven Ekemark, Ericsson

Tel. Number:
+46 8 7570424

E-mail Address:
Sven.H.Ekemark@era.ericsson.se
Attachments:
None.

1. Overall Description:

GERAN2 thanks SA2 for their LS in S2-030958 regarding the addition of a DRX parameter IE to Session Management procedures.
GERAN2 agrees that a mechanism for the mobile station to modify the DRX parameter could be useful for certain types of applications. 

However, GERAN2 would like to remind SA2 that whenever the mobile station goes into the DRX mode, an agreement between the network and the mobile station about the value to be applied of the DRX parameter is of crucial importance for a proper system operation. If there is a disagreement about the value of the DRX parameter, the network becomes practically unable to setup a connection to the mobile station when the mobile station has entered the DRX mode. The mobile station would effectively become unreachable for both paging and downlink packet transfers.

The DRX parameter is normally negotiated during a GMM procedure. For that reason, current GERAN specifications prevent the mobile station from entering the DRX mode during an ongoing GMM procedure. In this way, the mobile station stays in reach for the network during any negotiation of the DRX parameter.

The same restriction does not apply for the SM procedures. If an SM procedure would be used to modify the DRX parameter, it is possible that the mobile station goes into DRX mode whilst waiting for the response from the network. If so, the network may become unable to send the response message back to the mobile station and thereby unable to successfully complete the SM procedure.

Hence, from a GERAN point of view, the SM procedures are not suitable for this kind of task. If SM procedures would be used for this purpose, the GERAN radio requirements may have to be modified to prevent the mobile station to enter the DRX mode during the SM procedures. That would be an undesirable change of the GERAN radio protocols, which may have adverse effects, for instance, on the power consumption and battery stand-by performance in the mobile station.

2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

GERAN2 asks SA2 to consider this information and take that into account when making a decision about the appropriate mechanism to modify the DRX parameter.

3. Date of Next TSG-GERAN WG2 Meetings:

TSG-GERAN WG2 Meeting #14-bis 
19 – 23 May 2003
San Diego, USA.

TSG-GERAN (WG2) Meeting #15
23 – 27 June 2003
TBD; Canada.

