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9.3
Packet Routeing and Transfer Function

The packet routeing and transfer function:

-
routes and transfers packets between a mobile TE and a packet data network, i.e. between reference point R and reference point Gi;

-
routes and transfers packets between mobile TE and other GPRS PLMN, i.e. between reference point R and reference point Gi via interface Gp;

-
routes and transfers packets between TEs, i.e. between the R reference point in different MSs; and

-
optionally supports IP Multicast routeing of packets via a relay function in the GGSN.

The PDP PDUs shall be routed and transferred between the MS and the GGSN as N‑PDUs. In case of PDP type PPP, the maximum size of each N‑PDU shall be 1 502 octets. In other cases, the maximum size of each N‑PDU shall be 1 500 octets. When the MS or the GGSN receives a PDP PDU that results in an N‑PDU that is not larger than the maximum N‑PDU size, the PDP PDU shall be routed and transferred as one N‑PDU. When the MS or the GGSN receives a PDP PDU that results in an N‑PDU that is larger than the maximum N‑PDU size, the PDP PDU shall be segmented, discarded or rejected, depending on the PDP type and the implementation. 
Between the 2G‑SGSN and the MS, PDP PDUs are transferred with SNDCP. Between the 3G‑SGSN and the MS, PDP PDUs are transferred with GTP‑U and PDCP.

Between the SGSN and the GGSN, PDP PDUs are routed and transferred with the UDP/IP protocols. The GPRS Tunnelling Protocol transfers data through tunnels. A tunnel endpoint identifier (TEID) and a GSN address identify a tunnel.

When multiple PDP contexts exist for the same PDP address of an MS, the GGSN routes downlink N‑PDUs to the different GTP tunnels based on the TFTs assigned to the PDP contexts. Upon reception of a PDP PDU, the GGSN evaluates for a match, first the packet filter amongst all TFTs that has the smallest evaluation precedence index and, in case no match is found, proceeds with the evaluation of packet filters in increasing order of their evaluation precedence index. This procedure shall be executed until a match is found, in which case the N‑PDU is tunnelled to the SGSN via the PDP context that is associated with the TFT of the matching packet filter. If no match is found, the N‑PDU shall be sent via the PDP context that does not have a TFT assigned to it; if all PDP contexts have a TFT assigned, the GGSN shall silently discard the PDP PDU.

The MS is responsible for creating or modifying PDP contexts and their QoS. The MS should define TFTs in such a way that downlink PDP PDUs are routed to a PDP context that best matches the QoS requested by the receiver of this PDU (e.g. an application supporting QoS).

For each uplink PDP PDU, the MS should choose the PDP context that best matches the QoS requested by the sender of this PDP PDU (e.g. an application supporting QoS). Packet classification and routeing within the MS is an MS-local matter. The GGSN shall not match uplink N‑PDUs against TFTs.

TFTs are used for PDP types IP and PPP only. For PDP type PPP a TFT is applicable only when PPP is terminated in the GGSN (i.e. GGSN does not provide PDN interworking by means of tunnelled PPP, e.g. by the Layer Two Tunnelling Protocol (L2TP)) and IP traffic is carried over PPP. To support roaming subscribers, and for forward compatibility, the SGSN is not required to know the tunnelled PDP. Every SGSN shall have the capability to transfer PDUs belonging to PDPs not supported in the PLMN of the SGSN.

The GGSN could also optionally support IP Multicast: this allows the MSs to join multicast groups and start receiving multicast packets. The GGSN duplicates the incoming multicast packets and relays them to the already active TEIDs. These TEIDs are those of MSs that have joined a multicast group.
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