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1 Introduction

As the SA2 WLAN TS has developed, issues relating to charging have reached a point where we should consider their removal to the control of SA5 for further development.

2 Discussion

The isssues relating to charging have been introduced to the SA2 WLAN TS over the previous meetings.  SA5 have initiated Work Item BB1 Release 6 – Charging Management for Bearer Level – to address these issues.  As the TS 23.234 completes, the SA5 topics should be removed from it and into 32 series specifications.

To expedite the work in SA5 and to contribute to completing the TS within the R6 timeframe the clauses which should fall under SA5 responsibility have been highlighted in the attached extracts of  TS 23.234v1.3.0

3.  Conclusion & Proposal
Two proposals:

· The TS should be liaised to SA5 with the high-lit text, as shown below in the extracts, for confirmation of  their responsibilities.  Subsequent removal from the SA2 document should follow if agreement is reached as should be indicated in the LS response from SA5. Editors notes may be required based on the SA5 response.

· The architectural diagrams to be amended to make them neutral regarding charging aspects allowing SA5 to maintain the original diagrams showing the charging specifics.

***************FIRST SELECTION*************************************
3.2
Symbols

For the purposes of the present document the following symbols apply:

Wb
Interface between WLAN Access Network and 3GPP AAA

Wf
Interface between a CGw/CCF and 3GPP AAA
Wo
Interface between 3GPP AAA and OCS
Wr
Interface between WLAN Access Network and 3GPP AAA

Wx
Interface between HSS and 3GPP AAA

3.3
Abbreviations

CCF

Charging Collection Function

CGw
Charging Gateway

OCS

Online Charging System
PDA

Personal Digital Assistant

WLAN
Wireless Local Area Network

********END of FIRST SELECTION*************************************

***************SECOND SELECTION*************************************
5.5
Charging Requirements

· The W-LAN access network shall be able to report the W-LAN access usage to the appropriate 3GPP system

· It shall be possible for the 3GPP system to command some operations on a specific ongoing W-LAN access session. This can be useful   in the context of prepaid processing. 

· It shall be possible for an operator to maintain a single prepaid account for W-LAN, PS, CS, and IMS  per user.

· It shall be the role of the 3GPP system to  process the W-LAN access resource usage information into 3GPP compatible format (CDR).

5.6 Charging Principles

5.6.1 Offline Charging

WLAN offline charging includes mechanisms for collection and forwarding information about occurred WLAN access resource usage. 
5.6.2 Online Charging 

Online charging includes mechanism to get online permission from online charging system to allow an online charged subscriber to access WLAN.  

***************END of SECOND SELECTION*************************************
***************THIRD SELECTION*************************************
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6.1.1
Non Roaming WLAN Inter-working Reference Model
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figure 6.1 Non Roaming Reference Model.

6.1.2 
Roaming WLAN Inter-working Reference Model

The home network is responsible for access control. Charging records can be generated in the visited and/or the home 3GPP networks.  The Wx and Wo interfaces are intra-operator. The 3GPP network interfaces to other 3GPP networks, WLANs, and intermediate networks via the Wr and Wb interfaces.

The 3GPP proxy AAA relays access control signalling and accounting information to the home 3GPP AAA server.     

It can also issue charging records to  the visited network CGw/CCF when required.
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Figure 6.2   Roaming Reference Model. 

***************END of THIRD SELECTION*************************************

***************FOURTH SELECTION*************************************
6.2.2  3GPP AAA Proxy

· the 3GPP proxy AAA  represents a Diameter proxying and filtering functionthat  resides in the visited 3GPP network.  The 3GPP proxy AAA functions include.:

· Relay the AAA information between WLAN and the 3GPP AAA Server. 

· Enforce policies derived from roaming agreements between 3GPP operators and between WLAN operator and 3GPP operator

· Report charging/accounting information to local CCF/CGw for roaming users

· Service termination (O&M initiated termination from visited NW operator)

· Receives authorization information  (Subscriber information)

· Forwarding authorization information to WLAN

· Rejection of authorization according to local policy 

The 3GPP proxy AAA  functionality can reside in a separate physical network node, it may reside in the 3GPP AAA server or any other physical network node. 

***************END of FOURTH SELECTION*************************************
***************FIFTH SELECTION*************************************
6.2.6  Packet Data Gateway

· The Packet Data Gateway is a node via which packet data networks are connected to 3GPP interworking WLAN. The location of Packet Data Gateway may be different for each specific service accessed WLAN. For some WLAN connections no Packet Data Gateway is used, for some accessed services Packet Data Gateway may be in home network and for some accessed services it may locate in visited Nw. 

The Packet Data Gateway:

· contains routeing information for WLAN-3G connected users;

· routes the packet data received from/sent to the PDN to/from the WLAN-3G connected user;

· performs address translation and mapping;

· performs encapsulation;

· generates charging information related to user data traffic for offline and online charging purposes.

***************END of FIFTH SELECTION*************************************
***************SIXTH SELECTION*************************************
6.3.2 
Wx

This reference point is located between 3GPP AAA Server and HSS. The prime purpose of the protocol(s) crossing this reference point is communication between WLAN AAA infrastructure and HSS.  The protocol crossing this reference point is either MAP or DIAMETER-based.

The functionality of the reference point is to enable:

· Retrieval of authentication vectors, e.g. for USIM authentication, from HSS.

· Retrieval of WLAN access-related subscriber information (profile) from HSS

· Registration of the 3GPP AAA Server of an authorised WLAN user in the HSS. 

· Indication of change of subscriber profile within HSS (e.g indication for the purpose of service termination).

· Purge procedure between the 3GPP AAA server and the HSS. 
· Retrieval of online charging / offline charging function addresses from HSS.
6.3.3 
D'/Gr'

This reference point is located between 3GPP AAA Server and HLR. The prime purpose of the protocol(s) crossing this reference point is communication between WLAN AAA infrastructure and HLR.  The protocol crossing this reference point is MAP-based.

The functionality of the reference point is to enable:

· Retrieval of authentication vectors, e.g. for USIM authentication, from HLR.

· Retrieval of online/offline function address from HLR.
D'/Gr' include a subset of D/Gr Reference Point.

6.3.4 
Wb 

The reference point Wb is located between WLAN access network and 3GPP network.  The prime purpose of the protocols crossing this reference point is to transport charging-related information in a secure manner.  The reference point has to accommodate also legacy WLAN access networks and thus should be DIAMETER or RADIUS-based.  

The functionality of the reference point is to transport RADIUS/DIAMETER frames with:

· Charging signalling per each WLAN user

To minimize the requirements put on the WLAN Access Network and to protect the confidentiality of the subscribers charging status the fact whether a user is offline or online charged by his 3GPP subscription provider shall be transparent for the WLAN AN and thus for the Wb reference point. 
6.3.5 
Wo

Reference point Wo is used by a 3GPP AAA server to communicate with 3GPP Online Charging System (OCS).  The prime purpose of the protocol(s) crossing this reference point is to transport online charging related information so as to perform credit control for the online charged subscriber. 

The protocol(s) crossing this interface shall be DIAMETER-based.  

The functionality of the reference point is to transport:

· Online charging data

Wo reference point should be similar to Ro interface currently used in 3GPP OCS.
6.3.6 
Wf

The reference point Wf is located between 3GPP AAA Server and 3GPP Charging Gateway Function (CGF)/Charging Collection Function (CCF).  The prime purpose of the protocols crossing this reference point is to transport/forward charging information towards 3GPP operator’s Charging Gateway/Charging collection function located in the visited network or home network  where the subscriber is residing. 

The information forwarded to  Charging Gateway/Charging collection function is typically used for:

· Generating bills for offline charged subscribers by the subscribers’ home operator

· Calculation of inter-operator accounting from all roaming users. This inter operator accounting is used to settle the payments between visited and home network operator and/or between home/visited network and WLAN.

The protocol(s) crossing this interface is DIAMETER-based.

The functionality of the reference point is to transport:

· WLAN access-related charging data per each WLAN user

***************END of SIXTH SELECTION*************************************
***************SEVENTH SELECTION*************************************
7.5
Disconnecting a Subscriber by Online Charging System
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Figure 7.5
 OCS Initiated Disconnection Procedure
1.
A subscriber is being online charged by 3GPP AAA server. 

2. 
OCS (online Charging System) denies credit request from the 3GPP AAA server for WLAN access. The possibly already retrieved online credit runs out.

3.
To disconnect the subscribers connection, Wr reference point procedure "Diameter Session Abort" procedure is executed towards WLAN.

4. 
WLAN disconnects the radio interface connection by WLAN technology specific mechanisms

7.6 Charging offline charged subscribers
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Figure 7.6 Charging Procedure for Offline Charged Subscribers
1. WLAN user is authenticated and authorized for WLAN access.  User profile is downloaded into 3GPP AAA server.  Part of the profile is information that the user is to be offline charged.

2. WLAN access network collects charging data related to access or services locally consumed.

3. WLAN access network periodically forwards collected charging information to the 3GPP AAA server over Wb reference point.

4. 3GPP AAA server forwards charging information to the CGw/CCF over the Wf reference point.  

Note: In visited network the 3GPP AAA Proxy may also periodically report the usage of resources to the local CGw/CCF over Wf reference point. 

7.7 Charging online charged subscribers
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Figure 7.7 Charging Procedure for Online Charged Subscribers
1. WLAN user is authenticated and authorized for WLAN access.   User profile is downloaded into 3GPP AAA server.  Part of the profile is information that the user is to be online charged.

2. 3GPP AAA server obtains online charging credit from the OCS.  

3. WLAN access network collects charging information.  

4. WLAN access network periodically forwards collected charging information to the 3GPP AAA server over Wb reference point.  WLAN access network does not request charging credit as the fact whether a user is online of offline charged is transparent for it.

5. If the credit is to be exceeded, 3GPP AAA server requests further credit from OCS over the Wo reference point.

6. 3GPP AAA server periodically reports to usage of resources to the CGw/CCF over Wf reference point.  The purpose of this reporting is to enable inter-operator clearing.

Note: In visited network the 3GPP AAA Proxy may also periodically report the usage of resources to the local CGw/CCF over Wf reference point.
***************END of SEVENTH SELECTION*************************************
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