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Dear Marco,

ETSI Project (EP) BRAN and the MMAC HSWA committee wish to thank you for your liaison letter dated 14-18th October 2002 [1], regarding the issue of “PLNM selection from WLAN area in case of WLAN network sharing “.

Thank you for the information within this liaison.  Initially we must inform you that the scenario shown in Figure 1 of your paper is acceptable to us, as our interworking model is able to support any external cellular system and indeed conforms to the generic interworking interface W2 (as defined by the Wireless Interworking Group – WIG).

We appreciate the request for clarification about your requirement of a “PLMN_ID” and are now in a position to inform you that a parameter analogous to the IEEE 802.11 SSID is supported by Hiperlan2 and HiSWANa, entitled ‘NOP ID’ [See Annex A for more detailed description].  The NOP ID consists of two sub-identifiers, one of which is administered by ETSI and is globally unique, and another that can be arbitrarily defined by the WLAN operator.  The length of the NOP ID will very from 31 to 62 octets depending on which of these sub-fields are used for PLMN identification.

However, the Hiperlan2/HiSWANa specifications do not mandate the format of these parameters as we feel that this resides with the operators of any future WLAN systems and is not within the scope of ETSI BRAN or MMAC HSWA definition.

Conclusion

ETSI Project (EP) BRAN and the MMAC HSWA committee wish to inform you that the Hiperlan2/HiSWANa system is capable of supporting the 3GPP SA2 ‘PLMN_ID’ requirement, by virtue of the fact that an appropriate parameter within our systems exists.  However, it is not within the scope of our standardisation work to mandate the use of the ‘NOP ID’ in any particular manner.

We additionally hope that this information will assist you in your current investigations of 3GPP and WLAN interworking.

Kind regards

Bernd Friedrichs & Masahiro Umehira
Annex A

Use

The following extract from the Hiperlan2 RLC specification [2] states that :

“If the c-u-g in the RLC_RBCH_ASSOCIATION message indicates that the group is closed, the MT should compare the Network Operator ID (NOP ID) to the preferred NOP IDs in the MT before the MT sends RLC_MAC_ID_ASSIGN message. The MT should associate to a group that is included in the MT's NOP ID list. If the c-u-g of the AP indicates an open group the MT may continue the Association procedure, but the MT shall compare the profile id/version first.

NOTE:
The allocation of the global part of the NOP ID is managed by ETSI. The allocation of the local part of the NOP ID is outside of scope of the present document. The network may be set up without having a NOP ID for APs.”

Definition

This section contains a short extract of the ASN.1 definitions [3] of ‘OP-ID’, which contains two further sub-identifiers, ‘NETW-OP-ID-LOCAL’ and ‘NETW-OP-ID-GLOBAL’, both of which are 31 byte IA5String types.

OP-ID ::= SEQUENCE {


unique-length
UNIQUE-LENGTH,


c-u-g
C-U-G,
--Closed user group.1 bit.


netw-op-id-local
NETW-OP-ID-LOCAL,


netw-op-id-global
NETW-OP-ID-GLOBAL }

NETW-OP-ID-GLOBAL ::= IA5String (SIZE(0..31))

NETW-OP-ID-LOCAL ::= IA5String (SIZE(0..31))
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