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1. Overall Description:

At their meeting in September, CN4 received a liaison statement (N4-021225, attached) from the European Numbering Forum. One of the questions raised in this liaison statement concerned the use of E.164 numbers for mobile terminals which are used only for data services. CN4's response is contained in N4-021255, attached. The European Numbering Forum's response is contained in N4-021472, attached.

N4-021472 raises the question: is there a requirement for services which would allow subscriptions not to have an E.164 number associated with each subscription, to the extent that we should change the 3GPP specification (3GPP TS 23.003) which requires each subscriber to have at least one E.164 number? The examples quoted in N4-021472 are that of telemetry from vending machines and telemetry from vehicles. Clearly, if such terminals will never be used to receive terminating traffic then the IMSI would be the only identity required; however if a terminal is to be used to receive terminating traffic then a public identity is required as well.

3GPP has already agreed that every subscription (including those which handle only GPRS traffic) shall have at least one E.164 number associated with it; for subscriptions which include CS services the need is obvious, and even for subscriptions which handle only GPRS traffic there is the need for an E.164 number to support SMS (both MT and MO), as well as for customer care purposes.

For applications such as vending machine and vehicle telemetry, it could be argued that a public identity other than an E.164 number could be used; the benefit of such an approach (as seen by the European Numbering Forum) is that it would reduce the demand on the E.164 numbering scheme, but the penalties are that it would require substantial changes to the 3GPP specifications. These changes go beyond the need to remove from 23.003 the requirement that every subscription has associated with it at least one E.164 number; we would need to define how mobile terminated traffic is handled using a public identity other than an E.164 number, and define the services which would use that method of routeing.

SA1 are asked to consider whether there is a need to define for 3GPP:

-
Subscriptions which would require only mobile originating services other than MO SMS (and which would therefore not need any form of public identity);

-
Subscriptions which would require mobile originating services other than MO SMS and only that set of mobile terminating services which could use a public identity other than an E.164 number.

SA2 are asked to consider the impacts on the 3GPP architecture of mobile terminating services which rely on the use of a public identity other than an E.164 number.

Bearing in mind the need for a co-ordinated response to the European Numbering Forum, SA1 and SA2 are asked to send their responses to CN4, so that CN4 can provide the co-ordinated response to the European Numbering Forum.

2. Actions:

To SA WG1 and SA WG2:

ACTION 1:
CN4 asks SA1 to consider the need for services as described above, which would avoid the need for every subscription to have an E.164 number associated with it.

ACTION 2:
CN4 asks SA2 to consider the impact on the 3GPP architecture of mobile terminating services which rely on the use of a public identity other than an E.164 number.

ACTION 3:
CN4 asks SA1 and SA2 to respond to CN4, so that CN4 can provide a co-ordinated response to the European Numbering Forum.
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