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1. Introduction and Background

Trab.cde is the SA2 internal working document for the work item on "Commonality and Interoperability between IMSs". The initial version presented at SA2#27 in Beijing contained a few definitions. These definitions were agreed at SA2#26 in Toronto based on contribution S2-022188 and the related discussions, which fine-tuned the definitions. 

At SA2#27 contribution S2-023107 (revised S2-022945) added more definitions to the TR. In addition, it removed the existing definition of access independence. 

2. Discussion

Siemens believes that a definition of access independence is required for the work item "Commonality and Interoperability between IMSs". Siemens also believes that the discussion on S2-022945 in the late evening drafting session at SA2#27 was focussed on the introduction of the boundary concept, while the removal of the existing definition was not seriously considered or discussed. Thus it is proposed to re-introduce the definition, which was agreed in Toronto. This definition is aligned with the other definitions (e.g. inter-operability) in the TR. We note that if certain aspects are not covered by the definition, then they can either be introduced separately, or another term can be used, in order to avoid misunderstandings and facilitate further discussions. 

3. Proposal

It is proposed to re-introduce the following definition to the TR on "Commonality and Interoperability between IMSs".

IMS Access Independence allows an IMS subscriber to use the IMS Services over various underlying IP connectivity networks. 

