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1. Introduction

In the last meetings, there has been lot of discussion on the presence information and more specifically what kind of content can be envisioned as part of a user's presence information. Stage 1 requirements state that it needs to be extensible – this requirement – covers a wide range of possibilities for content formats. 

However, presence is not the only application for which the content format has significance, but there are also others, e.g. messaging. In fact, a wide range of SIP messages can carry media content in the message body. Hence, this topic is of generic importance to IMS.

This contribution proposes actions to be taken to define allowed content formats for various IMS services.

2. Discussion

The stage 1 specifications for presence and messaging require that content formats needs to be interoperable with 3GPP solutions (especially in the messaging case) and preferably interoperable with Internet solutions. Such a solution would be beneficial from the operator's point of view as it reduces the need of format conversions within the network while allowing maximum interoperability. From the end user's viewpoint it is necessary that content formats are agreed so that delivered content can be rendered and shown to the recipient. Otherwise the service does not have much value for the user. From the end user requirements is it easy to derive the interest of the manufacturer to the agreed content formats. Moreover, the terminal manufacturers will benefit if the content formats between different services have maximum commonality e.g. same image coding format used. Such approach will simplify the implementation and thus reduce the cost of the terminal.

After the introduction of the MMS service it is highly probable that users expect the new services (especially IMS services) to evolve from that experience. In the content format sense it indicates that the variety of formats is rich allowing the usage of text, images, sounds, videos and any combination of them. Thus the following is proposed. 

3. Proposal

It is proposed to send LS to the CN1 and SA4 that they will study together the content format issues for content delivered in SIP message bodies (e.g. for presence and messaging). They are asked to seek a solution that allows maximum interoperability (from the content format point of view) of 3GPP presence and IMS messaging with existing 3GPP services and Internet services. Furthermore, they are asked to seek a solution where maximum commonality in the content format sense is achieved between different IMS services (e.g. presence and messaging).

As a result, SA4 is assumed to provide information on the type of codecs, media formats, etc. that are expected to be used for presence and messaging type content exchange. CN1 is assumed to provide information on the feasibility and means of carrying all these different content formats and types in SIP message bodies.




























