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Discussion

Introduction

TR 23.917 is aimed to provide the following objectives: 

· Enable general policy control over IP bearer resources and SIP services to evolve separately.

· Enable more flexibility in engineering and policy control of IP bearer resources.
· De-couple policy functions from IMS entities.

The Work Item has been clarified in the last S2 meeting to the following: “This work item studies and investigates how the policy control is used for IMS and interacts with the appropriate IMS and non-IMS application servers.”

However, the proposal as currently specified does not include some alternatives that can be used to meet the objectives, and can have the added benefit of re-using the existing interface and architecture where applicable as well as add value to overall 3GPP architecture.

In TR 23.917, the architecture for release 5 shows the PCF as a function within the IMS subsystem. This is an accurate reflection of the role performed by the PCF as specified in release 5. The PCF is closely tied to providing policy decisions in relation to the IMS, based on the SIP/SDP signalling information. 

The Go interface is thus defined for communication between the IMS subsystem and the GPRS subsystem, and supports the required IMS policy control functions for the P-CSCF/PCF.

The feasibility study must investigate how the work enhances the overall architecture, and what kind of policies and functions need to be taken into account to develop the architecture.  It is more beneficial to identify and investigate these functions, rather than starting with the assumption that PCF/P-CSCF split is the key to the study.

A new node SBLP Manager (SM) is introduced as a generic interface for services. The investigation shall facilitate the development of the functions and interfaces of this node; this node is introduced to perform the role as proposed in the existing TR 23.917. 

The SM node provides protocol adaptation/interworking to support external service subsystems, which have different requirements than the IMS. This may occur either because this service subsystem/Application Function has different architectural requirements, or different functional requirements. This could include new capabilities, or a different interface used for bearer control.
Proposal

TR 23.917 is updated to reflect the above discussion and presented for approval in the contribution S2-022872. 

