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1 Introduction

This document addresses the usage of EAP in WLAN/3GPP interworking, in particular, what should be under the 3GPP responsibility regarding the EAP initialization process.

2 The problem

In the 3GPP TR 23.943 document, section 7, two authentication procedures based on EAP are presented. Both procedures describe an initialization phase based on the EAP Request/Identity method in order for the WLAN to be able to initiate a RADIUS/Diameter session with the 3GPP AAA server, identified by the realm part of the user identity.

However this particular initialisation step is within the scope of the WLAN and should not be covered by the 3GPP group. It is the responsibility of the WLAN to provide a means to associate the WLAN with a 3GPP AAA server for a particular session. This means may be based on EAP or other protocols.

3 Proposal

Once the Diameter/RADIUS connection is established by the WLAN with the 3GPP AAA server andan EAP session is initialized (Diameter EAP start), the 3GPP AAA server requests the user identity if necessary. Figure 1 illustrates this proposal. The way the WLAN gets the address of the 3GPP AAA server as well as the way the signalling path used to carry EAP is initiated in the WLAN is out of the scope of 3GPP.
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Figure 1 - end-to-end EAP initialization session
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