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Introduction

SA2#25 agreed an initial version of a work item on "Interoperability and Commonality between IP Multimedia Systems using different 'IP-connectivity Networks'”. 

In previous discussions the terms "access independence", "interoperability", "interworking", "harmonisation", "commonality" etc have been used in various meanings. This contribution proposes agreement on terminology. The goal is to avoid misunderstandings and facilitate future discussions.

Proposal

1) It is proposed that the following definitions are agreed by SA2 and added to the 3GPP documentation. Siemens is willing to draft a CR to 23.228 in that respect, unless SA2 agrees to capture the results of IMS related discussions (e.g. in a TR).

Interworking allows communication between users of different networks and systems. In particular:

Interworking of the IMS with other networks allows an IMS user to communicate with users of non-IMS networks. For example, interworking of the IMS with the PSTN allows IMS users to communicate with PSTN users. 

Interoperability between IP Multimedia Systems means interworking between IP Multimedia Systems without (or with minimal) restrictions on the services, which can be used by users of the different IP Multimedia Systems.

IMS Access Independence allows an IMS subscriber to use the IP Multimedia Services independently of the underlying IP connectivity network. 

2) No definitions are proposed for "Harmonisation" and "Commonality". These are considered means to achieve inter-operability and access independence.

