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1. Overall Description:

RAN WG3 thanks SA WG5 for their LS on “Availability of IMSI and IMEI” in S5-020010 (R3-020025) and would like to provide the following answers:

Q1: Is the IMSI/IMEI visible to the RNC?

A:The IMEI is never visible to the RNC, the IMSI is visible to the RNC.

Q2: If the IMSI/IMEI is not always known in the RNC, then in which cases (including all events: calls, data and messaging services, supplementary services, mobility management related procedures, handovers, etc.) is it not known? 

A: The IMSI is not known in the RNC after the initial Iu signalling connection establishment until it is provided by the CN within the COMMON ID message. The point in time when the COMMON ID message is sent by the CN is out of scope of the specifications under RAN WG3’s responsibility.

Q3: If there are cases where the IMSI/IMEI is not known, is it possible for RAN3 to provide for Release 5 an addition to their specifications, which would guarantee that the IMSI/IMEI would always be visible in the RNC?

A: From RAN WG3’s point of view, the only way to guarantee that the IMSI/IMEI is always visible in the RNC would be to provide these identifiers from the UE to the RNC within an initiating RRC message. The RRC specification (TS 25.331) is under the responsibility of RAN WG2.

Q4: If the answer to question #3 is positive, then which specification(s) would be affected, in which timeframe could this be done, what would the solution be, and under which WIs in RAN3 would the work be done?

A: RAN WG3 invites SA WG5 to contact RAN WG2 for these purposes.

2. Actions:

none
3. Date of Next RAN3 Meetings:

RAN3_27
18th – 22nd February 2002
Florida, USA.

RAN3_28
8th – 12th April 2002, Japan

RAN3_29
13th – 17th May 2002, Korea

