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Introduction

1 There has recently been a new draft provided to the SIP mailing list on Unifying early media, manyfolks, and HEFRP. This draft proposes changes, which will affect manyfolks, and hence will have impacts to 3GPP specifications. 3GPP must prepare for the changes this will introduce, so as not to endanger the timeplan.

2 Discussion

Early this year, Jonathan Rosenberg released a new draft. The draft “Unifying Early Media, Manyfolks, And HERFP” (draft-rosenberg-sip-unify-00.txt, work in progress) proposes a change in SIP that will solve a number of different problem areas in a clean, consistent manner.

This draft does not propose major changes in the basic SIP handling (2543bis), but it does have some significant changes to the way that resource reservation interworks with the SIP signalling. Because the solution does solve a number of separate problem areas, and provides a good base for future function development tool, the proposed mechanism has been well accepted on the mailing list discussions.  Hence, this solution has effectively been accepted by the SIP WG. Thus, although the unify draft itself will not be updated, the changes proposed by it will be reflected into the relevant drafts. 

The changes as understood at the time this contribution was written would be captured in 2543bis next version (version 8), offer/answer draft and manyfolks draft.

· In chapter 7 of the unify draft, the following changes are proposed:

· COMET would NOT be integrated into bis. The rules in bis on where offer and answer can be placed need to be generalized, such that its still INVITE/200 or 200/ACK for baseline operation, but broader when COMET is used. No other changes to bis are needed.

· Manyfolks would be split into a COMET definition spec, and a preconditions specification. The COMET specification would enable useful early media, although it would discuss it more from an example perspective. Early media, as a problem, becomes less complex as a result of our proposal to not view it as special in any way. We would also not opposed keeping them in one specification to speed up the process.

· The precondition specification would depend on the COMET specification. It would capture just the SDP attributes and the allowed evolutions in the precondition and reservation state. It would discuss how the precondition states impact call processing. The draft would be significantly shorter as a result of its more limited scope, although it would do much more because of the generalization that would be accomplished.

· There are no changes to the offer/answer specification. 

Since this draft appears to be accepted in the IETF as a basis for the continuing SIP development, it is necessary for 3GPP to also be aware of, and prepare for, the changes that result from this draft.

The manyfolks draft will be updated as a result of these changes, and they will be reflected in the next version of the manyfolks draft (new draft version draft-ietf-sip-manyfolks-resource-04.txt expected to be available around the start of March). 

Note that although the Unify draft specifies changes to the COMET message, subsequent discussion has indicated that a new UPDATE message may replace the COMET message. Otherwise, the functionality of the UDPATE message is expected to match the COMET message with the proposed changes.

Although the specific changes resulting from the updated manyfolks cannot be performed before the exact details of the changes are available through the updated manyfolks draft, preparation work can nevertheless be started by identifying the relevant affected documents, and considering the impacts of the proposed changes, especially in SA2. 

3 Then, when the updated draft is available, the specific details of the required changes can be quickly and easily identified, and contributions produced to introduce the changes.

4 Proposal

· The following actions are proposed to aid the workflow for the expected upcoming impacts.  

· SA2 shall agree to the principle of adapting to the changes derived from the concepts defined in the Unify draft as appropriate to 3GPP architecture and update specs.

· The specifications are examined to identify expected impacts based on the changes proposed in the unify draft and adopted in the bis version 8 or later, offer/answer & manyfolks version based on 2543bis version 8 or later.

· A liaison statement shall be sent to relevant CN WGs to inform them of the expected change, so that they may also prepare for the updated drafts.

Note that, the architectural principles in SA2 shall be respected. The impact shall be limited to the changes in the specified mechanism.
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