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7
Functions and Procedures

Add a new section, see below.
7.4 Multicast /broadcast Service bearer Identifier in UMTS
In order to perform some operations of the MBMS service such as mobility management, charging, signaling exchange, subscription, service activation, etc., the network should have the capability of identifying the MBMS service. Also, using a bearer identification which has a unified format can make the inquiry, search and storage of subscription information easy. Based on the considerations above, the Multicast/broadcast Service Bearer Identification (MSBI) is introduced.
The MSBI can be predefined by the operator of a PLMN or be manually configured by OAM (Operation and Maintenance Management) before the MBMS is in service, or be automatically generated by the system when a MBMS service is detected by the network. For example, at the GGSN or MBMS Gateway, on receiving an IP multicast datagram, the IP multicast address is converted to an MSBI to be used in the PLMN.

A MSBI is a unique identifier of the multicast/broadcast service in UMTS. Separate multicast services have different MSBIs. A MSBI may be used to identify the shared link for a multicast service in access network and core network and also be used to guarantee the service continuity even in roaming conditons..
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