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Discussion and Proposal

Agreed terms and definitions are required for an efficient discussion and editing of the MBMS TR. It is proposed to add the following definitions to the MBMS TR.

x.y
Definitions

Broadcast area: A geographical area in which a broadcast service is available. The broadcast area may represent the coverage area of the entire PLMN, or a part of the PLMN's coverage area. The broadcast area is defined per individual MBMS broadcast service.

Inherent activation: The mechanism which activates MBMS multicast services on the UE without user interaction.
MBMS broadcast activation: The process which enables the data reception from a specific broadcast mode MBMS on a UE. The activation may be performed by the user and it may be performed inherently for subscribed multicast services.

MBMS broadcast service: A unidirectional point-to-multipoint service in which data is transmitted from a single source to multiple users in a specified area, the broadcast area. Data from an MBMS broadcast service may be received by all users in the broadcast area who have activated the specific service on their UE. MBMS broadcast services requires no subscription. A specific MBMS broadcast service is identified by its broadcast address. No charging data are generated for the user.

MBMS multicast activation: The process which enables a UE to receive data from a specific MBMS multicast. Thereby the user joins a specific multicast group. The activation may be performed by the user and it may be performed inherently for subscribed multicast services.

MBMS multicast service: A unidirectional point-to-multipoint service in which data is transmitted from a single source to multiple users (the multicast group) in a specified area, the multicast area. Data from an MBMS multicast service may be received by all users in the multicast area who have activated the specific service and have thereby joined the multicast group. MBMS multicast services may require a subscription. A specific MBMS multicast service is identified by its multicastcast address. Charging data are generated for the individual users.

MBMS multicast subscription: The contract between a user and its home operator which allows the user to use a specific MBMS multicast service. A dedicated subscription for a specific MBMS multicast service may restrict the specific service to a defined user group. A general subscription for MBMS multicast services (e.g. given by the GPRS subscription) allows to use all MBMS services which do not require a dedicated subscription.

Multicast area: A geographical area in which the multicast service is available. The multicast area may represent the coverage area of an entire PLMN or may be a part of a PLMN's coverage area. The multicast area is defined per individual MBMS multicast service. MBMS multicast services of the HPLMN may be provided to users roaming in a VPLMN (in this case the multicast area is not restricted).

Multicast group: A group of users that have activated the same MBMS multicast service and which are ready to receive multicast data transmitted by this service.

Multimedia Broadcast Multicast Service (MBMS): MBMS has two modes, the MBMS broadcast and the MBMS multicast which are both described individually.

MBMS Notification: The mechanism which informs the UEs with activated MBMS services about a forthcoming (and potentially an ongoing) data transfer from a specific MBMS service.

MBMS data transfer: The mechanism which establishes the data transfer resources for a specific MBMS service and which transfers the MBMS data to the UEs which activated the MBMS service.

