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Proposal

It is proposed to include the following text to clause 5.3 of TR 23.815 (including a new reference denoted [7] to 23.060).

5.3
Correlation of Charging Information from Different Network Elements and Domains 

To support the correlation of charging information, the following principles apply to both offline and online charging:

1. The correlation of charging information for an IMS session is based on the use of IMS Charging Identifiers. 

2. An IMS Charging Identifier (ICID) is used:  

2.1  between and within the Visited IMS and the Home IMS of the A-Party.

2.2  between the Home IMS of the A-Party and the Home IMS of the B-Party. 

2.3  between and within the Home IMS and the Visited IMS of the B-Party.

It cannot be assumed that the ICIDs used in the cases 2.1 - 2.3 are the same. 

3. For each of the cases 2.1 - 2.3, the first IMS network entity within the SIP signalling path is responsible for assigning the ICID. 

4. The ICID is passed to all IMS network entities in the session signalling path. This is performed using SIP signalling. 

5. For the charging correlation between the PS domain and the IMS, one or more GPRS Charging IDs, which identify the PDP contexts of the session [7], are passed from the PS domain to the IMS. More specifically, these identifiers need to be transferred from the GGSN to the P-CSCF.

6. The GPRS Charging IDs are passed by the P-CSCF to the S-CSCF and the AS using SIP signalling. They are not transferred from one Home IMS (e.g. of the A-Party) to another Home IMS (e.g. the one of the B-Party). 

