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Introduction

The second paragraph of chapter 4.5 is misleading. It is clarified, that in case of handover/relocation “load balancing” refers to handover/relocation into another pool area.

It is clarified, that in case of handover/relocation “load balancing” refers to handover/reloction into another pool area.

The current text could be interpreted in a way that CN nodes within a pool area have to configure handover/relocation target CN nodes located within the same pool area which is against the intention of the Intra-domain connection of RAN nodes to multiple CN nodes.
Proposal

Chapter 4.5 should be changed as proposed below:

4.5
Load Balancing

Preferably, the NAS Node Selection Function in the RAN node balances the load between the available CN nodes. This is performed by an appropriate selection of the CN node for an MS which was not yet assigned to a CN node, i.e. when there is no CN node configured for the NRI indicated by the MS, when no NRI can be derived or in exceptional cases, e.g. when the CN node corresponding to an NRI cannot be reached. The load-balancing algorithm is implementation specific.

In case of entering another pool area by performing handover/relocation a load balancing between the CN nodes serving the same target pool area is gained by configuration. CN nodes which handover into a pool-area should configure different handover/relocation target CN nodes for the same target pool area. CN nodes which do not support the Intra Domain Connection of RAN Nodes to Multiple CN Nodes configure only one CN node per handover/relocation target. CN nodes which do support the Intra Domain Connection of RAN Nodes to Multiple CN Nodes may improve the availability by configuring multiple target CN nodes for each handover/relocation target in a pool-area. The mechanism for distribution of the traffic between the handover target CN nodes is implementation specific. This load balancing is complemented by the NAS Node selection Function in the RAN, which distributes MSs between the CN nodes when these MSs enter the pool-area in idle mode.

As more than one SGSN may send downlink data at the same time for a cell or a BVCI the total possible downlink traffic has to shared between the SGSNs as described in chapter 0 "5.3.2
Gb mode". 

