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1 Introduction

Striving to solve the complicated cases of non-revenue generating services S2 has plunged into the definition of the IM Emergency Services for UE’s with and without UICC.  One fundamental aspect of IM emergency services that seems to be forgotten is how to choose between the (existing and well proven) CS emergency services and the IMS emergency services. 

2 Discussion

Different cases leave various freedoms for the design of a solution. In the case a UICC (with IMS support) is available it is (at least in theory) possible for the home NW operator, the visited NW operator, the UE manufacturer and the user to influence the selection of CS or IMS emergency service. In case the UICC is not available it is (at least in theory) possible for the visited NW operator, the UE manufacturer and the user to influence the selection of CS or IMS emergency service.

It needs to be considered if all operators shall be mandated to support IMS emergency services, if not the visited NW operator must have the possibility to influence the UE to select CS emergency services. 

Further it should be considered if a UE manufacturer really should be forced to support emergency services for IMS, if not the UE manufacturer shall have the possibility to influence the UE to select CS emergency services.

Since the selection of CS or IMS emergency services may have legal implications (e.g. if an IMS emergency sessions fails). It is assumed that neither the Visited NW operator nor the UE manufacturer is willing to give up the possibility to influence the selection between CS or IMS emergency services.

Further considerations may also apply for the involvement of the user or home operator in the decision.

3 Conclusion

If IMS emergency services shall be specified in R5 the rules and mechanisms for the selection of emergency services must be specified.

Note that a general rule that an R5 UE shall use the existing well proven CS emergency service has the clear benefits that it is safe for all involved parties and that it does not require further standardization. 

4 Proposal

It’s recommended that S2 agree that an R5 UE shall only use the CS emergency services.

If that is not accepted it is recommended that S2 sends a liaison to S1 (cc: SA) to request information S1’s view on the rules to be applied. In parallel S2 should start to define the mechanisms to allow the different parties to influence the emergency service selection.


































