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6.15.1.1
Location Area update

Figure 6.8 shows location registration when changing LA including change of 3G-MSC/VLR and when the UE is in MM idle state towards the 3G_MSC/VLR.

The illustrated transfer of MM signalling to/from the UE uses an established RRC connection. This RRC connection can have been established beforehand due to ongoing interwork between UE and 3G-SGSN or be established only for this location registration procedure towards the 3G_MSC/VLR.

For each indicated MM message sent in this case to/from UE, the CN discriminator indicates 3G_MSC/VLR.
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Figure 6.8: Interface information transfer for location update when changing VLR area

1

The RRC connection is established, if not already done. The UE sends the initial message LA Update Request (old TMSI, old LAI, etc.) to the new 3G_MSC/VLR. The old TMSI and LAI are those that were assigned to the UE The SRNS transfers the message to the 3G_MSC/VLR


NOTE:
The sending of this message to 3G_MSC/VLR also implies establishment of a signalling connection between SRNS and 3G_MSC/VLR for the concerned UE. 

The RAN shall add the RAC and the LAC of the cell where the message was received before passing the message to the MSC.

2.
The new 3G_MSC/VLR sends an Send Identification Request (old TMSI) to the old 3G_MSC/VLR to get the IMSI for the UE. (The old LAI received from UE is used to derive the old 3G_MSC/VLR identity/address.) The old 3G_MSC/VLR responds with Send Identification Ack. (IMSI and Authentication triplets).

3.
Security functions may be executed.

4.
The new 3G_MSC/VLR inform the HLR of the change of 3G_MSC/VLR by sending Update Location (IMSI, MSC address, VLR number) to the HLR.

5.
The HLR cancels the context in the old 3G_MSC/VLR by sending Cancel Location (IMSI). The old 3G_MSC/VLR removes the context and acknowledges with Cancel Location Ack.

6.
The HLR sends Insert Subscriber Data (IMSI, subscription data) to the new 3G_MSC/VLR. The new 3G_MSC/VLR acknowledges with Insert Subscriber Data Ack.

7.
The HLR acknowledges the Update Location by sending Update Location Ack. to the new 3G_MSC/VLR.

8.
The new 3G_MSC/VLR validates the UE presence in the new LA. If due to regional, national or international restrictions the UE is not allowed to attach in the LA or subscription checking fails, then the new 3G_MSC/VLR rejects the LA update with an appropriate cause. If all checks are successful, then the new 3G_MSC/VLR responds to the UE with LA Update Accept (new TMSI, new LAI).

9.
The UE acknowledges the new TMSI with a TMSI reallocation Complete. (TMSI can optionally be reallocated with the TMSI reallocation procedure).

10.
When the location registration procedure is finished, the 3G_MSC/VLR can release the signalling connection towards the SRNS for the concerned UE. The SRNS shall then release the RRC connection if there is no signalling connection between 3G_SGSN and SRNS for the UE.
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