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This document has been approved by the MSF Technical Committee as a liaison to 3GPP.  The attachment is the current version which was issued 09 November 2000.  It is representative of the current state of work in the MSF Architecture Working Group.  However, this liaison and its attachment(s) in no way binds MSF or any of the member organizations of MSF to the ideas presented.  It should also be noted that this work is being submitted at this time in the interests of developing industry agreement.  The MSF may revisit this work in the future and reserves the right to make additions, changes, or deletions, including complete withdrawal.

We are open to receiving input from any group which is working in a related field.  However, we reserve the right to request information about the purposes, membership, working methods, and policies of other bodies in order to understand how to process a proposed incoming liaison.

MSF prefers to receive incoming liaisons electronically at the address liaison@msforum.org., although a paper document addressed to the MSF secretariat is also acceptable.  In either case, the document should specify the MSF Working Group to which it is addressed (if known) and if possible should include the name of a person who can give a presentation on the liaison at an MSF Technical Committee or Working Group meeting.

Reproduction and distribution of the material (text, diagrams, etc) included in this liaison is allowed as needed for discussion within the appropriate groups and possible use, in whole or in part, for the purposes of the organisation to which this liaison is addressed. Copyright on the original material is retained by the Multiservice Switching Forum.

TO: 3GPP TSG SA2

CC: 3GPP TSG CN4

____________________________________________________________________________

The Multiservice Switching Forum (MSF) is an organization whose mission it is to accelerate the development and deployment of open communications systems that will result in the capability of providing flexible support of a full range of network services using multiple infrastructure technologies. The focus is on development of architectures and industry agreements that enable interoperability and innovation in a rapidly evolving environment. The current set of implementation agreements is freely available in the public space of  our website at http://www.msforum.org/provisional_ia.html .
In Release 2 the MSF will address the issue of supporting mobility in multi service networks (MSN).  It is our intent to show how Third Generation wireless networks can be supported on top of an MSN architecture.  To accomplish this task we will be mapping the required 3GPP core network functional entities (R5 – CS and PS domains only) onto existing MSF functions or including corresponding functions within our architecture.  We would like to establish a liaison relationship with your organization that will allow us to get clarification of your architecture and provide you with input that will facilitate coexistence of the two architectures.

We are presently working on our first draft of a document that will define a possible way in which the 3GPP and MSF architectures can be integrated at a functional level. We will also be investigating the protocols that will be used to realize such a network. 

To date we have identified one issue that may impair smooth integration of the two architectures. In the MSF architecture, transactions that involve the functionality provided across the Mp interface of the SGSN server - PS MGW architecture, currently under study in 3GPP, are supported via H.248. Future interoperability would therefore be facilitated if 3GPP would also use H.248 (with appropriate extensions) for this functionality.

We expect that our document will be at a more mature stage in about three months, at which time we would like to share the document with you and discuss possible ways of cooperating in furthering this work.

