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The current description of the functionality of the MRF is too general to be useful. Clarification is needed on the conferencing functionality of the MRF.




Summary of change:
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A list of basic conferencing services that should be offered by the MRF is added. The assumption is added that the MRF performs both conference control and media mixing, i.e. the MRF acts as a central conference bridge. Finally, it is made explicit that the MRF may be able to perform other services than conferencing, but that a clear distinction should be made between conferencing functionality and additional services.
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Other comments:
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An explanation and arguments leading to this change request are given in tdoc S2-010609 (Functionality of the MRF).

4.a.7.4
Multimedia Resource Function (MRF)

The MRF:

· Performs multiparty call and multi media conferencing functions. MRF would have the same functions of an MCU in an H.323 network.

· Is responsible for bearer control (with GGSN and MGW) in case of multi party/multi media conference

· May communicate with CSCF for service validation for multiparty/multimedia sessions.
· Acts as a central conference bridge, i.e. both conference control and mixing are handled centrally in the MRF.

Services related to multiparty multimedia conferences provided by the MRF are the following.

· Conference configuration (e.g. conference start time, end time and duration).

· Participation management (e.g. conference establishment, termination, extension and reduction).

· Conference-related charging.

· Conference related security (e.g. authorization of conference participation).

· Operation, Administration and Maintenance support (e.g. setting of charging parameters and gathering performance statistics).

· Floor control (whose video/audio/data streams will be visible/audible for which to which participants?).

· Conference related Quality of Service (e.g. the use of multi-layered video).

· Stream transcoding.

It is possible that other services (such as tone and announcements generation) are also provided by the MRF. However, there is a clear distinction within the MRF between these additional services and the basic conferencing services mentioned before.
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