3GPP TSG SA2 # 17
Tdoc S2-010601
Gothenburg Stockholm, February 26th – March 2nd, 2001

Agenda Item: 
Release 5
Source: 

Ericsson
Title: 
Late contribution:
Separation of issues for the service interface discussion

Document for:
Discussion & Decision

1 Introduction

Currently, the service interface between the S-CSCF and the application network is a topic of significant debate within 3GPP.  The discussion is focussed on SIP, OSA and CAP as protocols/interfaces as applied in networks today.  To apply one of these as a service control interface for multimedia, it has been recognised in some of the discussions that modifications will be required to support IP multimedia in release 5.  The discussion has covered issues from the S-CSCF to the service network, through to issues within the service network itself.  There would be benefit in initially focussing on the interface between the S-CSCF and the service network.

This contribution tries to separate the issues and proposes a structure through the discussion.

2 Service Interface under discussion

While the discussion has covered issues within the service network as well as issues related to the interface between the S-CSCF and the serving network.  This contribution proposes to initially focus on the interface between the S-CSCF and the serving network.

As it is recognised that all current proposals under discussion for the S-CSCF – service network interface (OSA, CAP, SIP) require varying degree of modification to allow it to perform the service interface role in the network.  It would be beneficial to consider that it is a new interface for IP multimedia which will be developed for IP Multimedia service control.  This contribution will call it IMuMSI (IP Multimedia service Interface) as a neutral name.

From this perspective, the current discussion is about how existing service interface to be considered as the basis for IMuMSI.  This discussion would be somewhat simplified if it was separated into a discussion on the actions required by the IMuMSI and the information required to be transported by the IMuMSI from the S-CSCF to the service network.This contribution is considering the nature of the interface to support the Ue to the service network information transfer to be a separate discussion from the IMuMSI (It is noted that the information transfer between the Ue and the service network may employ the IMuMSI, however again this is a separate discussion).

2.1 IMuMSI actions

When referring to the “actions” this contribution implies the concepts of reporting information and events, modifying information, continuing a session, rejecting a session etc.  The detailed discussion on the required actions will be dependant on the requirements and guidance received from S1, however a more general discussion on the framework for the IMSC actions would be useful.  An input into this discussion would be the actions supported by the OSA APIs, the CAP protocol, and ideas contained in the internet drafts on advanced service handling approaches..

2.2 IMuMSI information

The information transported from between the S-CSCF and the service network, and indeed the representation of the information to be transported, can be considered as a separated discussion from the required actions.  It is expected that the information will be more related to the session control protocol, as such the input to this discussion would be the information contained inside SIP.

3 Conclusion

This contribution proposes that the discussion on the service control interface is initially focussed on the S-CSCF – service network interface, and is termed the IPMuMSI (IP multimedia Service Interface) in this contribution.  This contribution then proposes that the discussion is separated into the actions to be supported by the IPMuMSI, and the information required to be transported by the IMSC.  The interface between the Ue and the service network is considered a separated discussion.
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