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1. Overall Description:
SA2 thanks CT1 for their LS on LS on the Applicability of the Unavailability Period during Network congestion. 

In their LS, CT1 asked SA2’s about the UE’s behaviour:

a) when the UE’s request to activate the Unavailability Period is rejected with cause value #22, congestion; and
b) when, upon upper layers request to activate Unavailability Period, a backoff timer (e.g. T3346) is running in the UE.

SA2 would like to point out that clause 5.4.13 of TS 23.501, which triggers the use of the Support of Unavailability Period in clause 5.4.1.4 of TS 23.501 for Support of discontinuous network coverage for satellite access, states that “The UE may send Mobility Registration Update procedure to inform the network of its UE unavailability period (see clause 5.4.1.4) even if Mobility Management back-off timer is running”.

SA2 discussed the questions from CT1 and there is no consensus on whether to make the above quoted sentence from section 5.4.13 of TS 23.501 applicable to cases when Support of Unavailability Period in clause 5.4.1.4 is not used for discontinuous network coverage for satellite access.

Furthermore, SA2 would like to clarify that there are no changes to the deregistration procedure in terms of support of the Unavailability Period w.r.t congestion handling. Clause 5.19.7.2 of TS 23.501 states that
“While the Mobility Management back-off timer is running, the UE shall not initiate any NAS request except for Deregistration procedure and procedures not subject to congestion control (e.g. high priority access, emergency services) and mobile terminated services.”  


2. Actions:
To CT1 working group.
ACTION: 	
SA2 kindly requests that CT1 take the above information into account and specify what should be the UE’s behaviour in the 2 scenarios that are described in CT1’s questions.

3. Date of Next SA2 Meetings:
SA2#159	9th – 13th October 2023 		Xiamen, China
SA2#160	13th – 17th November 2023 		Chicago, US

