	
3GPP TSG-WG Meeting #158	S2-2309255
Goteborg, Sweden Aug 21-25, 2023		(revision of S2-230xxxx)
	CR-Form-v12.2

	CHANGE REQUEST

	

	
	23.501
	CR
	4886
	rev
	-
	Current version:
	18.2.2
	

	

	For HELP on using this form: comprehensive instructions can be found at 
http://www.3gpp.org/Change-Requests.

	



	Proposed change affects:
	UICC apps
	
	ME
	
	Radio Access Network
	X
	Core Network
	X



	

	Title:	
	Corrections on timing synchronization status reporting

	
	

	Source to WG:
	NTT DOCOMO

	Source to TSG:
	SA2

	
	

	Work item code:
	TRS_URLLC
	
	Date:
	2023-08-11

	
	
	
	
	

	Category:
	F
	
	Release:
	Rel-18

	
	Use one of the following categories:
F  (correction)
A  (mirror corresponding to a change in an earlier 													release)
B  (addition of feature), 
C  (functional modification of feature)
D  (editorial modification)
Detailed explanations of the above categories can
be found in 3GPP TR 21.900.
	Use one of the following releases:
Rel-8	(Release 8)
Rel-9	(Release 9)
Rel-10	(Release 10)
Rel-11	(Release 11)
…
Rel-16	(Release 16)
Rel-17	(Release 17)
Rel-18	(Release 18)
Rel-19	(Release 19)

	
	

	Reason for change:
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3) Clause 5.27.1.8 states that "For ASTI based time synchronization, the TSCTSF provides the clock quality reporting control information to AMF". This is misleading, as the same is done also for a PTP service.
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[bookmark: _Toc138309493]5.27.1.8	Exposure of Time Synchronization
5G System supports time synchronization service that can be activated and deactivated by AF. Exposure of time synchronization comprises the following capabilities:
-	The AF may learn 5GS and/or UE availability and capabilities for time synchronization service.
-	The AF controls activation and deactivation of the time synchronization service for the target UE(s).
-	The AF may subscribe to time synchronization service status for the target UE(s).
The AF may use the service-specific parameters to control the time synchronization service for targeted UE(s). These parameters are specified in clause 4.15.9.3 and 4.15.9.4 of TS 23.502 [3] for (g)PTP-based and 5G access stratum-based time synchronization services, respectively.
The AF may subscribe for 5GS and/or UE availability and capabilities for time synchronization service. The AF indicates in the request the DNN, S-NSSAI, and in addition the AF may indicate a list of UE identities or group identity to limit the subscription only to corresponding UEs. If the AF does not indicate DNN, S-NSSAI, the NEF determines the DNN, S-NSSAI based on the AF Identifier.
The TSCTSF (directly or via NEF) exposes the 5GS and/or UE availability and capabilities for synchronization service to the AF as described in clause 4.15.9.2 of TS 23.502 [3]. The exposed information includes the list of user plane node identities, the list of UE identities and may include the supported capabilities for (g)PTP time synchronization service per user plane node and UE.
The AF request to control the (g)PTP time synchronization service is sent to the TSCTSF (directly or via NEF). The request is targeted to a set of AF-sessions that are associated with the exposure of UE availability and capabilities for synchronization service.
The AF may request to use a specific PTP instance type when requesting the (g)PTP-based time synchronization distribution method (IEEE Std 1588 [126] or IEEE Std 802.1AS [104] operation (i.e. as a Boundary Clock, peer-to-peer Transparent Clock, or end-to-end Transparent Clock or as a PTP relay instance)). The request to control the (g)PTP time synchronization service may contain other service parameters as specified in Table 4.15.9.3-1 in clause 4.15.9.3 of TS 23.502 [3].
The AF may request to use the 5G access stratum as a time synchronization distribution method. In this case, the time source is provided by the 5GS. 5G-AN provides the 5GS time to the UE via 3GPP radio access; UE/DS-TT may provide 5G access stratum timing information to end stations using implementation specific means. The request to control the 5G access stratum time distribution (including the parameters such AF requests may contain) is described in clause 4.15.9.4 of TS 23.502 [3].
The AF or NEF selects the TSCTSF as specified in clause 6.3.24.
The AF request may include a time synchronization error budget (see also clause 5.27.1.9). The time synchronization error budget defines an upper bound for time synchronization errors introduced by 5GS.
The AF uses the procedure for configuring the (g)PTP instance in 5GS as described in clause 4.15.9.3 of TS 23.502 [3] and uses the procedure for providing the 5G access stratum time distribution as described in clause 4.15.9.4 of TS 23.502 [3] for the UEs.
The TSCTSF uses the Time Synchronization parameters (Table 4.15.9.3-1 in TS 23.502 [3]) as received from the AF (directly or via NEF) to control the (g)PTP time synchronization service. When IEEE Std 1588 [126] or IEEE Std 802.1AS [104] operation have been selected, the TSCTSF determines the necessary (g)PTP parameters to activate and control the service in DS-TT(s) and NW-TTs. For this purpose, the TSCTSF uses the PMIC or UMIC to manage the IEEE Std 1588 [126] or IEEE Std 802.1AS [104] operation in the DS-TT(s) or NW-TTs, respectively (see clause 5.27.1.4).
The TSCTSF may indicate whether it can support the service or not as per the requested acceptance criteria (e.g. based on the known timing synchronization status attribute thresholds also pre-configured at gNB) and provide notification when there is a service status update if the AF subscribes to service status updates (see also clause 5.27.1.12).
The TSCTSF uses the Time Synchronization parameters (Table 4.15.9.4-1 of TS 23.502 [3]) as received from the AF (directly or via NEF) to control the 5G access stratum time synchronization distribution as described in clause 4.15.9.4 of TS 23.502 [3].
For handling (g)PTP traffic, the PCF, according to PCC rule authorization, chooses a 5QI and dynamically set the PDB and/or MDBV according to requirements for (g)PTP protocol. The PCF provides the SMF with a PCC rule generated based on the AF request to control the (g)PTP time synchronization service. The SMF may take the information in the PCC rule to modify a PDU Session to create or modify or release a QoS Flow for transmitting the (g)PTP messages. The PCF acknowledges the policy request to the TSCTSF. The TSCTSF may report the result of the time synchronization request to the AF (directly or via NEF).
The AF may provide a temporal validity condition to the TSCTSF (directly or via NEF) when the AF activates or modifies the time synchronization service. Temporal validity condition contains the start-time and stop-time (in absolute time value) attributes that describe the time period when the time synchronization service is active for the targeted AF sessions. The TSCTSF manages the temporal validity condition as described in clauses 4.15.9.3 and 4.15.9.4 of TS 23.502 [3].
The AF may provide clock quality detail level and clock quality acceptance criteria to the TSCTSF (directly or via NEF) when the AF activates or modifies the time synchronization service. For ASTI based time synchronization services, tThe TSCTSF provides the clock quality reporting control information to AMF (see also clause 5.27.1.12).
The AF may provide a requested coverage area for the time synchronization service to the TSCTSF (directly or via NEF) when the AF activates or modifies the time synchronization service. The requested coverage area defines a spatial validity condition for the service using a geographical area (e.g. a civic address or shapes), or a list of Tracking Area Identities (TAIs).
---Next Change---

[bookmark: _Toc138309497]5.27.1.12	Support for network timing synchronization status monitoring
While the time synchronization service is offered by the 5GS, based on 5G access stratum-based time distribution or (g)PTP-based time distribution, the network timing synchronization status of the nodes involved in the operation (e.g. gNBs and/or UPF/NW-TTs) may change. gNBs and UPF/NW-TT can detect timing synchronization degradation or improvement locally. The support for network timing synchronization status monitoring enables the 5GS to modify time synchronization service for a UE or a group of UEs depending on the current synchronization status and notify service updates. There may be three consumers of this information:
-	TSCTSF may receive node-level information about timing synchronization status from gNB and/or UPF/NW-TT directly from OAM or alternatively, if supported by a node, using control plane signalling at node level. Node level signalling uses UMIC for UPF/NW-TT case and an AMF service to report N2 node level information for the gNB case. In the latter case, the AMF controls the gNB node level reporting and subscription using NGAP messages (see TS 38.413 [34]).
-	AF may subscribe to time synchronization status notifications for a UE or group of UEs for which the AF requests or has requested time synchronization service (for 5G access stratum time distribution or (g)PTP services).
-	For 5G access stratum time synchronization service, the UE may receive clock quality information from the gNB based on UE subscription data stored in the UDM (see clause 5.27.1.11) or AF request for clock quality reporting to the UE.
When activating time synchronization for a UE, TSCTSF forwards the clock quality detail level (if available) to the AMF (via PCF using AM policy). The AMF instructs the UE to transition to the RRC_CONNECTED state in the case when the UE later detects that the gNB timing synchronization status has changed while the UE is in the RRC_INACTIVE or RRC_IDLE state. When the UE wants to access the 5GS, the UE shall perform Unified Access Control as defined in TS 38.331 [28].
gNBs may be pre-configured with thresholds for each timing synchronization status attribute, if supported, that is described in Table 5.27.1.12-1. When the network timing synchronization status exceeds the thresholds (i.e. status degradation), or the network timing synchronization status meets the thresholds again (i.e. status improvement), the gNB notifies the TSCTSF (either using N2 node level signalling via AMF, or via OAM) with the gNB ID, the scope of the timing synchronization status (i.e. all cells or a list of Cell IDs within a single gNB) and the corresponding network timing synchronization status (TSS) attributes as described in this clause. If the timing synchronization status (TSS) attributes change after the gNB has reported status degradation, if any of the attributes are still exceeding the thresholds, the gNB notifies the TSCTSF for the changed attributes.

The gNB indicates the status change to the UEs via SIB information:
-	When the network timing synchronization status exceeds any of the pre-configured thresholds, the gNB includes in SIB information a reference report ID. A reference report ID consists of a scope of the TSS and an Event ID. The Event ID is an integer indicating the clock quality information from a gNB.
	A scope of the TSS supports providing TSS information for a group of cells within a single gNB. Uniqueness of the event ID is ensured by combining with a gNB ID.

When the network timing synchronization status meets the thresholds again (i.e. status improvement), the gNB stops broadcastsing the Event ID in the reference report ID in SIB information. Either event serves as a notification for the UEs reading the SIB information that there is new TSS information available.
-	If the timing synchronization status (TSS) attributes change while the gNB is broadcasting an Event ID in a  reference report ID in SIB information, if any of the pre-configured thresholds are still exceeded, the gNB generates a new Event ID in the reference report ID.
NOTE 1:	it is assumed that the gNB does not provide clock quality metrics to the UE which is better than the pre-configured thresholds.
NOTE 2:	It is assumed the pre-configured thresholds in the gNB(s) are sufficient to meet UE time sync performance requirement which are configured by the operator.
-	If supported, the UE in the RRC_INACTIVE or RRC_IDLE state compares the reference report ID in SIB information with its locally stored reference report ID to determine whether it has the latest available clock quality information already or it needs to transit to the RRC_CONNECTED state to retrieve it. A reference report ID consists of a scope of the TSS and an Event ID. The Event ID is an integer indicating the clock quality information from a gNB.	Comment by NTT DOCOMO: Moved above where the reference report ID appears for the first time.
	A scope of the TSS supports providing TSS information for a group of cells within a single gNB. Uniqueness of the event ID is ensured by combining with a gNB ID.
-	If the UE is instructed by AMF (via the Registration procedure, or the UE Configuration Update procedure) to reconnect to the network in the case when the UE determines that the reference report ID has changed, the UE in the RRC_INACTIVE or RRC_IDLE state, if supported by the UE, reconnects to the network. RAN may delay or prioritize UE's transition to the RRC_CONNECTED state using the UAC framework [28], i.e. UEs are not expected to transition to the RRC_CONNECTED state immediately after determining that the clock quality information has changed and receiving instructions from the AMF. After the UE has reconnected to the network, the gNB uses unicast RRC signalling to provision the clock quality information to the UEs.
The network timing synchronization status information from gNB or UPF/NW-TT to the TSCTSF may contain the following information as described in the Table 5.27.1.12-1. However, it is up to gNB to determine whether to provide its timing synchronization status reporting and which of the information elements to include in the TSS report to the TSCTSF, i.e. based on the implementation gNB may report all, some, or none of the information elements from Table 5.27.1.12-1.
Table 5.27.1.12-1: Information elements that gNB or UPF/NW-TT timing synchronization status information may contain (all optional)
	Information Name
	Description

	Synchronization state
	Indicates the state of the node synchronization, represented by the values "Locked", "Holdover", or "Freerun" (NOTE 1).

	Clock quality
	

	>> Traceable to GNSS
	Indicates whether the current time source is traceable to the GNSS and represented by values “Yes” or “No”.

	>> Traceable to UTC
	Indicates whether the current time source is traceable to the UTC and represented by values “Yes” or “No”.

	>> Frequency stability
	Describes the estimate of the variation of the local clock when it is not synchronized to another source (NOTE 2).

	>> Clock Accuracy
	Describes the mean in ns over an ensemble of measurements of the time between the clock under test and a reference clock (NOTE 3).

	Parent time source
	Describes the primary source the node is currently using, represented by the values "SyncE", "PTP", "GNSS", "atomic clock", "terrestrial radio", "serial time code", "NTP", "hand_set", "other".

	NOTE 1:	Clock is in the "Locked", "Holdover", or "Freerun" mode, as defined in ITU‑T G.810 [164].
NOTE 2: 	Frequency stability is estimated in a similar manner as for offsetScaledLogVariance attribute defined in clause 7.6.3.5 of IEEE Std 1588 [126].
NOTE 3: 	Clock accuracy measurement considers accuracy up to gNB antenna and RAN internal process.



The TSCTSF determines the UEs impacted by gNB's timing synchronization status change (i.e. degradation, failure or improvement) or UPF timing synchronization status change (only for the case when UPF/NW-TT is involved in providing time information to DS-TT).
-	For the gNB case, when the TSCTSF receives information about timing synchronization status change, the TSCTSF discovers the AMFs serving the impacted gNBs and subscribes to receive notifications for UE's presence in Area of Interest information. The Area of Interest is set to the scope of the timing synchronization status (i.e. gNB ID or a group of cells within the gNB specified with a list of Cell IDs that has reported status degradation (i.e. the pre-configured thresholds are exceeded in the gNB) from AMF as described in clause 5.3.4.4. The subscription is targeted to any UE in the AMF, the TSCTSF correlates information about impacted gNBs and the UE location information received from the AMF. If the gNB notifies the TSCTSF for the status improvement (i.e. the pre-configured thresholds are met in the gNB), the TSCTSF modifies the subscription to remove the corresponding Area of Interest from the subscription.
-	For UPF case, the TSCTSF determines the UEs for which the impacted UPF/NW-TT is configured to send (g)PTP messages on behalf of DS-TT (see clause 5.27.1.7).
If the gNB's or UPF's timing synchronization status change, the TSCTSF may perform the following:
-	For AFs that subscribe for 5G access stratum time synchronization service or (g)PTP time synchronization service status update (i.e. change in support status of the clock quality acceptance criteria provided by the AF and specified using TSS attributes from Table 5.27.1.12-1), the TSCTSF may provide notification towards the AF when there is a change in support status for a UE or group of UEs.
-	Deactivating/reactivating/updating time synchronization services:
-	(g)PTP time synchronization service case: For UEs that are part of a PTP instance and which are impacted by NG-RAN or UPF time synchronization status degradation or improvement:
-	If TSCTSF determines that the clock quality acceptance criteria provided by AF can still be met, then TSCTSF may update the clock quality information sent in Announce messages (see clause 7.6.2 of IEEE 1588 [8]) for the PTP instance using existing procedures and existing PMIC/UMIC information. The handling of Announce messages follows existing procedures as described in clause 5.27.1.6.
-	If TSCTSF determines that the clock quality acceptance criteria provided by AF cannot be met, then TSCTSF informs the AF for the corresponding PTP port being inactive due to the result of fulfilling the clock quality acceptance criteria; and the TSCTSF temporarily removes the UE/DS-TT from the PTP instance using the procedure in clause K.2.2.1 and clause K.2.2.4. The AF may send a service update or delete request (see clause 4.15.9.3 of TS 23.502 [3]).
-	If TSCTSF determines that the clock quality acceptance criteria provided by AF can be met again then TSCTSF informs the AF about the result, adds the DS-TT PTP port to the PTP instance again and re-activates the Grandmaster functionality.
For 5G access stratum time synchronization service, clock quality reporting control information manages the gNBs timing synchronization status reporting to the UE. When AMF provides the 5G access stratum time distribution indication and the Uu time synchronization error budget to gNB, the AMF also includes the clock quality reporting control information (CQRCI) provided by the TSCTSF or retrieved from UDM. CQRCI may be a part of Access and Mobility Subscription data at the UDM, or AF may include CQRCI in its request. CQRCI contains the following fields:
-	Clock quality detail level. It indicates whether and which clock quality information to provide to the UE and can take one of the following values: clock quality metrics or acceptable/not acceptable indication.
-	If the clock quality detail level equals "clock quality metrics", the NG-RAN provides clock quality metrics to the UE that reflect its current timing synchronization status. i.e. one or more of the following information elements: clock accuracy, traceability to UTC and to GNSS, frequency stability, parent time source, synchronization state as defined in Table 5.27.1.12-1. NG-RAN is locally configured which of the clock quality metrics supported by NG-RAN are provided to UE(s).
-	If the clock quality detail level equals "acceptable/not acceptable indication", clock quality acceptance criteria for the UE. The gNB provides an acceptable indication to the UE if the gNB's timing synchronization status matches the acceptance criteria received from the AMF; otherwise, the gNB indicates "not acceptable" to the UE. Clock quality acceptance criteria can be defined based on one or more information elements listed in Table 5.27.1.12-1. If AF includes clock quality acceptance criteria in its request towards TSCTSF, the AF shall be notified about the result once TSCTSF determines whether the clock quality acceptance criteria can be met or not. Based on the notification, the AF may decide to modify the service if preferred (e.g., disable the service upon degradation or enable it again upon recovery).
When determining the clock quality metrics for a UE and when determining whether clock quality is acceptable or not acceptable for a UE, the gNB considers whether propagation delay compensation is performed.
NOTE 3:	In this Release, UE capabilities and internal inaccuracies are assumed to be budgeted by the client network operator when agreeing the required clock accuracy with the 5G network operator.
To provision clock quality information to the UEs, a gNB uses unicast RRC signalling:
-	For UEs in the RRC Connected state, the gNB uses unicast RRC signalling.
-	UEs that are not in the RRC_CONNECTED state first need to establish or resume the RRC connection to receive the TSS information from the gNB via unicast RRC signalling.
During N2 Handover and Xn handover, Service Request, mobility registration and AM policy modification procedure, the AMF may provide the Clock quality, Clock quality acceptance criteria to NG-RAN.


---End of Changes---



