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[bookmark: _Toc122440573]5.27.2	TSC Assistance Information (TSCAI) and TSC Assistance Container (TSCAC)
[bookmark: _Toc122440574]5.27.2.1	General
TSC Assistance Information (TSCAI) is defined in Table 5.27.2-1 and describes TSC and XR traffic characteristics for use in the 5G System. TSCAI may be used by the 5G-AN, if provided by SMF. The knowledge of TSC and XR traffic pattern is useful for 5G-AN as it allows more efficiently scheduling of QoS Flows that have a periodic, deterministic traffic characteristics either via Configured Grants, Semi-Persistent Scheduling or with Dynamic Grants.
The TSCTSF determines the TSC Assistance Container (defined in Table 5.27.2-2) based on information provided by an AF/NEF as described in clause 5.27.2.3 and provides it to the PCF for IP type and Ethernet type PDU Sessions. In the case of integration with IEEE TSN network, the TSN AF determines TSC Assistance Container as described in clause 5.27.2.2 and provides it to the PCF for Ethernet PDU Sessions. The PCF receives the TSC Assistance Container from the TSCTSF or the TSN AF and forwards it to the SMF as part of PCC rule as described in clause 6.1.3.23a of TS 23.503 [45].
The SMF binds a PCC rule with a TSC Assistance Container to a QoS Flow as described in clause 6.1.3.2.4 of TS 23.503 [45]. The SMF uses the TSC Assistance Container to derive the TSCAI for that QoS Flow and sends the derived TSCAI to the NG-RAN. The Periodicity, Burst Arrival Time, and Survival Time components of the TSCAI are specified by the SMF with respect to the 5G clock. The SMF is responsible for mapping the Burst Arrival Time and Periodicity from an external clock (when available) to the 5G clock based on the time offset and cumulative rateRatio (when available) between the external clock time and 5GS time as measured and reported by the UPF. The SMF determines the TSCAI as described in clause 5.27.2.4.
A Survival Time, which indicates the time period an application can survive without any data burst, may be provided by TSN AF/AF either in terms of maximum number of messages (message is equivalent to all packets of a data burst) or in terms of time units. Only a single data burst is expected within a single time period referred to as the periodicity.
The SMF may send an update of the TSCAI to the NG-RAN as defined in clauses 4.3.3.2, 4.9.1.2.2 and 4.9.1.3.2 of TS 23.502 [3].
Table 5.27.2-1: TSC Assistance Information (TSCAI)
	Assistance Information
	Description

	Flow Direction
	The direction of the TSC flow (uplink or downlink).

	Periodicity
	It refers to the time period, expressed as integer or non-integer value, between start of:
· two data bursts for TSC traffic or
· two PDU Sets for XR traffic..

	Jitter Information (optional)
	Variation in the periodicity between the start of two PDU Sets for XR traffic.

	Burst Arrival Time (optional)
	The latest possible time when the first packet of the data burst arrives at either the ingress of the RAN (downlink flow direction) or the egress of the UE (uplink flow direction).

	Survival Time (optional)
	Survival Time, as defined in TS 22.261 [2], refers to the time period an application can survive without any data burst.

	Burst Arrival Time Window (BAT Window) (optional)
(NOTE 1) (NOTE 2)
	Indicates the acceptable earliest and latest arrival time of the first packet of the data burst at either the ingress of the RAN (downlink flow direction) or the egress of the UE (uplink flow direction).

	Capability for BAT adaptation (optional) (NOTE 1)
	Indicates that the AF will adjust the burst sending time according to the network provided Burst Arrival Time offset (see clause 5.27.2.5).

	NOTE 1:	Only one of the parameters (BAT Window or Capability for BAT adaptation) can be provided.
NOTE 2:	The parameter will only be provided together with Burst Arrival Time.



Table 5.27.2-2: TSC Assistance Container (TSCAC)
	Assistance Information
	Description

	Flow Direction
	The direction of the TSC flow (uplink or downlink).

	Periodicity
	It refers to the time period between start of two data bursts.

	Burst Arrival Time (optional)
	The time when the first packet of the data burst arrives at the ingress port of 5GS for a given flow direction (DS-TT for uplink, NW-TT for downlink).

	Survival Time (optional)
	It refers to the time period an application can survive without any data burst, as defined in TS 22.261 [2].

	Time Domain (optional)
	The (g)PTP domain of the TSC flow.

	Burst Arrival Time Window (BAT Window) (optional)
(NOTE 1) (NOTE 2)
	Indicates the acceptable earliest and latest arrival time of the first packet the data burst at the ingress port of 5GS for a given flow direction (DS-TT for uplink, NW-TT for downlink).

	Capability for BAT adaptation (optional) (NOTE 1)
	It indicates that the AF will adjust the burst sending time according to the network provided Burst Arrival Time offset (see clause 5.27.2.5).

	NOTE 1:	Only one of the parameters (BAT Window or Capability for BAT adaptation) can be provided.
NOTE 2:	The parameter will only be provided together with Burst Arrival Time.



**** NEXT CHANGE ****
5.37.x Power Saving Optimisation
Power saving at the NG-RAN and UE for XR services is achieved when the NG-RAN wake-up period closely matches the inter-arrival time of the PDU Set, e.g., video frame, from the AF. Further power saving is achieved when jitter information is used to compensate for the inter-arrival time variance. The jitter information may be provided by the AF via NEF API, derived by PSA UPF or pre-configured. The following information provided to the NG-RAN at PDU Session Establishment/Modification via an NGAP Message contains:
-	Periodicity for UL and/or DL traffic of a QoS Flow may be express as an integer or non-integer value associated with the supported frame rates, e.g., 15 FPS, 30 FPS, 45FPS, 60 FPS, 72 FPS, 90FPS, or 120FPS. 
-	Traffic jitter information (e.g., jitter range) is associated with each periodicity. The SMF may request PSA UPF to derive jitter (i.e., N6 jitter) for a given periodicity of a QoS Flow or jitter information may be provided by AF via a NEF API for the associated periodicity. 
The periodicity along with the associated jitter information may be exchanged by re-using/extending the TSCAI described in clause 5.27.2.1.
NOTE 1:	How the UPF derives the jitter is left to implementation. 
**** END OF CHANGES ****
