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1. Overall Description:

SA2 would like to thank CT1 for the "LS on the deactivation of access stratum due to discontinuous coverage".
SA2 would like to point out that the text from TS 23.401 quoted in the LS from CT1 refers to TS 36.304 and this specification states: 

If the UE has determined that it is out of coverage using available satellite assistance information (e.g. ephemeris parameters and coverage parameters in SystemInformationBlockType32, SystemInformationBlockType31 or other parameters), the AS configuration (e.g. priorities provided by dedicated signalling and logged measurements) is kept, but the UE need not perform any idle mode tasks. It is up to UE implementation to handle running timers. The detection of out of coverage using satellite assistance information is up to UE implementation and once in coverage the UE shall perform all idle mode tasks.

Therefore SA2 understands that requirement on the deactivation of the Access Stratum functions due to DC and whether it applies to satellite E-UTRAN access only, E-UTRAN access (satellite and terrestrial), or to a complete deactivation of the AS functions for all the RATs supported by the UE depends on UE implementation.

2. Actions:

To CT1: 
ACTION: 
SA2 kindly ask CT1 to take the above information into account.
To RAN2: 

ACTION: 
SA2 kindly ask RAN2 to provide any feedback to CT1 if the interpretation of TS 36.304 is NOT correct.
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