

	
3GPP TSG-WG SA2 Meeting #151E e-meeting  	S2-2204260
Elbonia, May 16 – 20, 2022	(revision of S2-220xxxx)
	CR-Form-v12.1

	CHANGE REQUEST

	

	
	23.247
	CR
	0119
	rev
	- 
	Current version:
	17.2.0
	

	

	For HELP on using this form: comprehensive instructions can be found at 
http://www.3gpp.org/Change-Requests.

	



	Proposed change affects:
	UICC apps
	
	ME
	
	Radio Access Network
	
	Core Network
	X



	

	Title:	
	Tunnel between MBSTF and MB-UPF

	
	

	Source to WG:
	Huawei, HiSilicon

	Source to TSG:
	SA2

	
	

	Work item code:
	5MBS
	
	Date:
	2022-05-06

	
	
	
	
	

	Category:
	F
	
	Release:
	Rel-17

	
	Use one of the following categories:
F  (correction)
A  (mirror corresponding to a change in an earlier release)
B  (addition of feature), 
C  (functional modification of feature)
D  (editorial modification)
Detailed explanations of the above categories can
be found in 3GPP TR 21.900.
	Use one of the following releases:
Rel-8	(Release 8)
Rel-9	(Release 9)
Rel-10	(Release 10)
Rel-11	(Release 11)
…
Rel-15	(Release 15)
Rel-16	(Release 16)
Rel-17	(Release 17)
Rel-18	(Release 18)

	
	

	Reason for change:
	Nmb9 interface was once specified by SA4 in TS 26.502 and the tunnel between MBSTF and MBSF is regarded as a unicast tunnel. 
However, in TS 23.247, there is one sentence mentioning that Nmb9 casn be multicast:

"The user plane between MBSTF and MB-UPF, or between MB-UPF and AF, may use either multicast transport or unicast tunnel for the MBS session (depending on application and capabilities of control interface)."

As per the agreed LS reply to SA4 (S4-220575), it is clarified the Nmb9 would be unicast, therefore it is proposed to clarify such aspect in SA2 spec. 


	
	

	Summary of change:
	Clarified that the user plane between MBSTF and MB-UPF is unicast tunnel. 

	
	

	Consequences if not approved:
	Misalignment between SA2 and SA4 specification. 

	
	

	Clauses affected:
	6.7

	
	

	
	Y
	N
	
	

	Other specs
	
	X
	 Other core specifications	
	TS/TR ... CR ... 

	affected:
	
	X
	 Test specifications
	TS/TR ... CR ... 

	(show related CRs)
	
	X
	 O&M Specifications
	TS/TR ... CR ... 

	
	

	Other comments:
	

	
	

	This CR's revision history:
	



Page 1


[bookmark: _Toc517082226]* * * * First change * * * *
[bookmark: _Toc98840226]6.7	User plane management
The MB-UPF acts as the MBS Session Anchor of an MBS session, and if the MBSTF is involved in the MBS session, then the MBSTF acts as the media anchor of the MBS traffic. The MB-UPF receives only one copy of MBS data packets from AF or MBSTF.
The user plane between MBSTF and MB-UPF, or between MB-UPF and AF, may use either multicast transport or unicast tunnel for the MBS session (depending on application and capabilities of control interface). The user plane between MBSTF and MB-UPF will use unicast tunnel for the MBS session. If the transport network does not support multicast transport, the user plane uses unicast tunnel for the MBS Session. The user plane between MBSTF and AF may use unicast tunnel, multicast transport or other means (e.g., HTTP download from external CDN). Unicast is used for the MBS Session, after receiving the downlink MBS data, the MB-UPF forwards the downlink MBS data without the outer IP header and tunnel header information.
The user plane from the MB-UPF to NG-RAN(s) (for 5GC Shared MBS traffic delivery) and the user plane from the MB-UPF to UPFs (for 5GC Individual MBS traffic delivery) may use multicast transport via a common GTP-U tunnel per MBS session, or use unicast transport via separate GTP-U tunnels at NG-RAN or at UPF per MBS session in the following way
-	For 5GC Shared MBS traffic delivery (i.e. MB-UPF delivers user plane data to NG-RAN supporting MBS), if the transport network supports IP multicast, the NG-RAN node uses multicast transport via a common GTP-U tunnel per MBS session, otherwise unicast transport via separate GTP-U tunnel per MBS session per NG-RAN node is used.
-	For 5GC Individual MBS traffic delivery (i.e. MB-UPF delivers user plane data to UPF), if the transport network supports IP multicast and the UPF supports reception of multicast data over N19mb, UPF use multicast transport via a common GTP-U tunnel per MBS session, otherwise unicast transport via separate GTP-U tunnel per MBS session per UPF is used.
If the user plane uses unicast transport, the transport layer destination is the IP address of the NG-RAN or UPF, each NG-RAN or UPF allocates the tunnel separately and multiple GTP-U tunnels are used for the MBS Session. If the user plane uses multicast transport, a common GTP-U tunnel is used for both RAN and UPF nodes. The GTP-U tunnel is identified by a common tunnel ID and an IP multicast address as the transport layer destination, both assigned by 5GC.
The above is depicted in Figure 6.7‑1. There could be more than one NG-RANs or UPFs that are involved in the MBS traffic delivery.


Figure 6.7‑1: Schematic showing user plane data transmission
The MB-SMF instructs the MB-UPF to receive packets related to an MBS session.
For shared delivery, if unicast transport over N3mb applies, the MB-SMF instructs MB-UPF to replicate the received MBS packets and forward them towards multiple RAN nodes via separate GTP tunnel. For shared delivery, if multicast transport over N3mb applies, the MB-SMF instructs the MB-UPF to replicate the received MBS data and forwards the data via a single GTP tunnel.
For individual delivery, the MBS data received by the MB-UPF is replicated towards the UPF(s) where individual delivery is performed in the following way:
-	The MB-SMF configures the MB-UPF to receive packets related to an MBS session, to replicate those packets and forward them towards multiple UPFs via GTP tunnels if unicast transport over N19mb is applied, or via a single GTP tunnel if multicast transport over N19mb is applied.
-	The SMF(s) instructs the UPF to receive packets related to a multicast session from an MB-UPF over N19mb, to replicate those packets and to forward them in multiple PDU sessions.
For the MB-SMF and MB-UPF, packet detection, replication and forwarding for an MBS session is realized by using for each MBS session one PDR that detects the incoming MBS packets and points to one FAR that describes the forwarding of the data towards multiple destinations (UPFs or RAN nodes):
-	A PFCP session is created when the MBS Session is started, regardless of multicast or unicast transport over N3mb and N19mb.
-	For Multicast transport over N3mb and N19mb, the destination in the FAR contains the MB-UPF IP Multicast Distribution Info.
-	For unicast transport over N3mb and N19mb, the FAR in the PFCP session may contain multiple destinations represented by the NG-RAN N3mb Tunnel Info and UPF N19mb Tunnel Info (if applicable).
For the SMF and the UPF (for 5GC individual delivery), packet detection, replication and forwarding for an MBS session is realized by PDR and FAR of the PDU session in which the UE has joined the MBS session:
-	The SMF instructs the UPF to associate the PFCP session of the PDU session with an MBS session.
-	A new PDR with Source Interface "Core" is used to detect MBS data from N19mb.
NOTE:	This PDR is also containing the MBS session ID to enable a single detection of the incoming MBS data for multiple PDU sessions at the UPF.
-	For unicast transport over N19mb, the SMF requests UPF to allocate N19mb Tunnel Info if not allocated.
-	For multicast transport over N19mb, the SMF includes the low layer source specific multicast address information and C-TEID to UPF.
-	If the SMF wants to maintain the MBS data reception over N19mb but suspends the delivery of the data to the UE's PDU session, the Action of FAR set to "drop" (e.g. when the UE is switching from 5GC Individual delivery to 5GC Shared delivery due to the UE moving from MBS non-supporting NG-RAN to MBS supporting NG-RAN). Otherwise the SMF remove the related PDR and FAR.
See TS 29.244 [17] for the details of user plane handling.
* * * * End of changes * * * *
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