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1. Overall Description:

SA2 would like to inform RAN2, RAN3, CT1, CT4 about SA2 progress of supporting Slice Groups and Network Slice priorities required for enabling RAN Slicing as per Work Item NR_Slice-Core.


SA2 confirmed that the mapping of slice to the slice group is per TA, and the slice group priority is sent to the UE over NAS message. The AMF sets the slice group priority based on operator policies. The UE shall use the Slice group priority received from the AMF.  SA2 conditionally approved the attached CRs with the condition that the RAN can approve the following dependency:
1) In order to support per TA granularity, the UE needs to understand for which TA the slice group is defined for, there are these options:
a) the RAN should be capable to provide the UE with frequency priority per slice group with a slice group associated with a TAC if the slice group ID could be reused among neighbouring TAs. How to support is up to RAN2. In this option AMF will send slice group optionally with TA information to the UE. But it is FFS how to deal with the priority in NAS when there is TA information related to NSAG. 
b) the RAN does not need to provide the UE with frequency priority per slice group with a slice group associated with a TAC. In this option, it is assumed that only for the TAs that could have the same NSAG value but different association with S-NSSAIs are not neighbouring and should be at locations that are not in close proximity. The UE can be updated by the network over time based on UE location.
c) [bookmark: _GoBack]For SIB information, the UE interprets the slice group from the TA of the current cell. In this case it needs to be possible to determine slice groups using encoding of current cell's TA defining the slices available in the neighbour cells.
2) The RAN should report the slice group information per slice per TA basis to the AMF. It is up to RAN3 whether similar means are defined for RAN internal interfaces or OAM is used

SA2 also reminds that the support of network sharing is required for all features so an optional PLMN index indication or a similar concept should be considered to be added as part of the slice group format.





For your information in SA2 the slice group is called NSAG (Network Slice AS Group).


SA2 has discussed the storage requirements in the UE and suggest this is the way forward:

1. the UE should store the information for up to the number of the equivalent PLMNs (equivalent from the standpoint of cell reselection) there can be up to 15 EPLMNs +the RPLMN. so at most 16 group configuration each associated to a PLMN ID
1. only the RPLMN can provide the groups for itself to the UE for the UE to store 
1. there can be at most 16 groups configured at a time for a PLMN
1. .




2. Actions:
To: RAN2 and RAN3
ACTION: 	

SA2 kindly asks RAN2 and RAN3 whether the RAN dependency listed above can be approved and provide any feedback. 

To: CT1 and CT4
ACTION:
SA2 kindly asks CT1 and CT4 to take the information above into consideration


3. Date of Next TSG SA WG2 Meetings:			
TSG-SA2 Meeting #151E                               May 16-20, 2022
TSG-SA2 Meeting #152                                 Aug 17-26, 2022

