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1. Overall Description:

SA2 thanks GSMA NG 5GJA for their LS on IMS Data Channel Architecture and would like to provide the following answers to their questions.
Question-1：
Is there a need for a new IMS Data Channel media function (realized by a new NF named as DCM-Data Channel Media) or can the existing MRF be enhanced to meet all the requirements for IMS data channel media? 

Question-2：
If a new NF is defined, should the IMS AS be enhanced to support SBI (not shown in the DC architecture Figure 1) to enable the interaction between the Data Channel Control Function and the Data Channel Media function (DCM/MRF) via an IMS AS? 

Question-3：
Is the assumption correct that IF6 (DC Control API) and IF1 (DC media) between Operator IMS and the DCS would not need to be defined in 3GPP, and thus could be defined in another standardization body?
Answers from SA2: SA2 is not able to provide answers to the questions above immediately. However, SA2 would like to inform GSMA NG 5GJA that SA has approved a Rel-18 SID FS_MMTELin5G (Study on evolution of IMS multimedia telephony service), as attached, which includes the following objective related to IMS Data Channel architecture:
“Study the impact of IMS architecture and procedures to support Data Channel usage in IMS network, including whether and what functionalities are defined in IMS architecture for Data Channel server, with separate control plane and media plane, and Data Channel application repository, what procedure are needed between Data channel server and IMS AS to support call event notifications.”
SA2 is able to provide answers when there is a conclusion of the above objective in this study. The target completion time of the study is September 2022. Moreover, SA2 appreciate GSMA NG 5GJA if they can further provide their expectation on when they would like to receive answers from 3GPP.
To Question-3, if these interfaces, i.e. IF6 and IF1, are seen as needed after SA2 concluded in the study, they can be defined in 3GPP for inter-vendor or inter-system/domain communication. If there are APIs available in other SDOs, they should be reused as much as possible.
2
Actions
To GSMA NG 5GJA 
ACTION: 
SA2 kindly asks GSMA NG 5GJA to take the above answers into account.
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