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1. Overall Description:

SA2 has discussed the dual connectivity scenario addressed in RAN3 LS in R3-216237 using Multi-Carrier Resource Sharing with “another cell” which can be potentially outside the UE’s RA.

SA2 think it should remain up to operator policy to allow or not dual connectivity with an allowed slice outside the RA. Some operators may prefer to allow, some prefer to not allow. In SA2 understanding, for operators which prefer to not allow, the gNB currently needs to limit the dual connectivity to the current TA which may be seen as a too hard restriction but a necessary one as the RAN is not aware of the UE RA (this is because sending the UE’s RA to gNB is currently tied to the usage of RRC_INACTIVE state which is optional).

Therefore, SA2 would like to suggest RAN3 to send the UE’s RA to gNB at Initial Context Setup irrespective of whether RRC_INACTIVE is used.
2. Actions:

To RAN3 group:
ACTION: 
SA2 kindly asks RAN3 to consider sending the UE’s RA to gNB in the Initial Context Setup irrespective of the usage of RRC_INACTIVE state to enable RA-aware behaviour for the RAN.
3. Date of Next TSG SA2 Meetings:
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