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1. Overall Description:
CT6 seeks additional clarity in specification 3GPP TS 23.501, clause 5.6.9.2 regarding the SSC modes 1, 2, 3 currently defined. It’s our understanding that supporting SSC mode 1 is mandatory, while the support of SSC modes 2 and 3 is optional. The support of SSC modes 2 and 3 is dependent on the type of device, and can be defined by the device manufacturer. However, for CT6 the existing definition in 3GPP TS 23.501 seems to be not very clear.

If for example a 5G capable device is built for a very specific application and with ‘only a specific URSP rule' configured for that application (for the lifetime of this device), we assume that such a device does not need SSC modes 2 and 3 to be implemented.

Although the mechanism to handle ‘unsupported’ SSC modes is defined in 3GPP TS 24.526, clause 4.2.2 (CT1 Rel-16, C1-196422), there is no clear indication  what SSC modes can be treated as optional for Rel 15 and Rel 16 devices.

2. Actions:
To SA2 group.
ACTION: CT6 kindly asks SA2 to take the above concern into consideration and to reply to the following questions:
1) Is it correct, if we handle SSC modes 2 and 3 as optional?
2) Is it possible to modify 3GPP TS 23.501 to explicitly state which SSC modes have to be supported?
3) If the support of SSC mode 2 and/or 3 is not optional but conditional, can you please specify the conditions?
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