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Outline

Time plan discussion for Q3 and Q4 2021

Thoughts on how to plan for rel.18
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Current plan

Rel.17 Stage-2 (SA2) freeze date: June 2021

TSG RAN rel.18 package approval (TSG#94e): Dec. 2021

SA2 first meeting to discuss rel.18 SIDs: SA2#145e (17-28 May) 
(tentative)

What can SA2 do between June 2021 and TSG#94e when final 
rel.18 package is going to be agreed?
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What can SA2 do between June 2021 and 
TSG#94e?

Option 1: Start rel.18 work in parallel to rel.17 (and pre-rel.17) maintenance
Option 2: Focus only on rel.17 (and pre-rel.17) maintenance

When we had F2F meetings SA2 started rel.X+1 work immediately after the stage-2 freeze and the first SA2 SIDs were 
approved by SA2 or SA or both
• This resulted in some modest inefficiency since sometimes some work started that was later deprioritised but due to the high maintenance 

load for rel.X (typical in SA2) the progress for rel.X+1 was anyway small
• Example in rel.17: 28 SIDs were originally considered for prioritisation in SA#85, and in the 11 of them were deprioritised in SA#85 and 

SA#86. This ~40% were deprioritised

Due to the nature of e-meetings (all submitted papers are handled) it will not be easy to limit the time consumed by rel.18 
topics to ensure efficient handling of remaining rel.17 CRs and pre-rel.17 maintenance that will run in parallel
A significant amount of Rel-17 maintenance work and alignment with RAN and SA3 will still be required in Q3/Q4 for several 
WIDs (this is irrespective of whether there will be formal exception or not)
Option 1 is therefore not feasible with e-meetings ongoing: Until TSG#94e the rel.18 package of RAN will not be known and 
therefore it will be pre-mature to start major technical work in SA2 that can be wasted.

Proposal: agree on option 2: SA2 focus only on rel.17 (and pre-rel.17) maintenance between June 2021 and TSG#94e
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How to handle rel.18? 

Open the door to rel.18 proposals in SA2#145e, continue in SA2#146e
• Draft SID, motivation papers to be allowed for information (no discussion in 

the meeting)
• Offline discussion in SA2 DISCUSSIONS list can happen

Checkpoint 1: Start moderated email discussions
• Themes and moderators to be decided by SA2/SA chairman

Checkpoint 2: Moderators submit SIDs for Approval to SA2#148e
• Technically correct proposals and WT sheets with estimated TUs submitted for 

approval to SA2

Checkpoint 3: Rel.18 package approval at SA#94e
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3 SA2 meetings for rel.17 and pre-rel.17 maintenance
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Summary of proposals
P1: Plan 3 SA2 meetings in Q3 and Q4 2021 for rel.17 and pre-rel.17 
maintenance only (no technical work on rel.18 in SA2 in Q3 and Q4 
2021)
• Exact meeting dates to be agreed by SA2 leadership

P2: Open the door to rel.18 SIDs for information only in SA2#145e and 
SA2#146e
• Offline discussion in SA2 DISCUSSIONS list can happen

P3: Plan moderated email discussions for consolidation of proposals, 
submit SIDs for approval and WT sheets with planned TUs in SA2#148e for 
approval
• Exact start date for moderated email discussions to be agreed by SA2/SA leadership

P4: Agree rel.18 SA2 package at TSG#94e


