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1. Overall Description:

SA2 thanks CT4 for their LS on Service Operation used during EPS to 5GS Handover with AMF re-allocation. SA2 has discussed this CT4 LS and SA2 would like to provide following answers to CT4 LS (SA2 agreed also to the attached CR): 
Question 1: If the target RAN rejects the handover request, which AMF shall take responsibility to respond the source MME?

SA2 answer: in case of success of the HO preparation in the target RAN, the target AMF directly sends the Forward Relocation Response to the MME (step14 of Figure 4.11.1.2.2.2-1). Likewise, the Target AMF can respond to MME directly when target RAN rejects the Handover Request: this results in the same behaviour as when the handover is accepted by the target RAN and simplifies the new service operation (no need to carry information like NGAP cause, targetToSource Failure Transparent Container to initial AMF to build the N26 message sent back to the MME).
Question 2: If Handover Cancel is triggered, which AMF shall responsibility to respond the MME Cancel Relocation Request? 
SA2 answer: The answer to this question depends on the procedure steps already executed.
-
If the Target AMF has already answered to the MME (after step 14 of Figure 4.11.1.2.2.2-1), the MME Cancel Relocation Request is sent directly to the Target AMF and the initial AMF is not involved at all in the Cancel Relocation procedure.

-
If the initial AMF has not invoked yet the Target AMF (before step 8a of Figure 4.11.1.2.2.2-1), the MME Cancel Relocation Request is sent to the Initial AMF and the Target AMF is not involved at all in the Cancel Relocation procedure.

-
If the initial AMF receives the MME Cancel Relocation Request after step 8a and before step14 of Figure 4.11.1.2.2.2-1, the Initial AMF indicates the Cancel Relocation procedure to the Target AMF and the Target AMF becomes responsible of the Handover Cancellation (e.g. trigger the release of PDU session resource created during preparation phase, if there is any) unless the target AMF has already indicated a Handover failure due to prior target NG RAN rejection of the Handover.
Question 3: Is it better to include the entire Forward Relocation Request as one individual IE (of Byte[] type) in the N14 message sent by the initial AMF to the target AMF? 
SA2 answer: SA2 supports the proposed coding (encapsulating the entire Forward Relocation Request in the message sent from Initial AMF to target AMF) but leaves it up to CT4 to decide on this aspect, including how initial AMF indicates the cancel relocation to target AMF. 

SA2 has updated 23.502 accordingly (to the CT4 LS and to this answer).
2. Actions:

To CT4:
ACTION: 
SA2 kindly asks CT4 to take the above information into account.
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