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1. Overall Description:

SA2 thank SA3 for their reply LS on IP address to GPSI translation in which it is stated:
"[…], a GPSI can be an MSISDN or an External Identifier. A user may not be comfortable with sharing its MSISDN with the external AF. However, an External Identifier can be exposed to the AF."

SA2 would like to clarify that the statement above is not based on the current definition regarding the purpose and meaning of External Identifier that was defined as replacement of MSISDN and therefore the UE is expected to have either MSISDN or External Identifier (see TS 23.501 clause 5.9.8):

“The GPSI is either an MSISDN or an External Identifier, see TS 23.003 [19]. If MSISDN is included in the subscription data, it shall be possible that the same MSISDN value is supported in both 5GS and EPS.”

Within the context of a given GPSI, a UE that is required to have MSISDN, e.g., to support voice services, cannot have in addition External Identifier as per the current definition of GPSI. Furthermore, even though it is allowed to have different GPSIs per UE, such GPSIs as currently defined are not meant to be used for security protection of the user.

In addition, SA2 would like to understand:

1. Is the exposed UE identifier permanent or temporary? If the exposed UE identifier is temporary, what is its temporal validity?
2. Is the exposed UE identifier “global” or can it be per AF?

2. Actions:

To SA3 group.

ACTION: 
SA2 kindly ask SA3 to take the information above into account and to provide feedback on the above-mentioned issues.
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