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1
Overall description
SA2 would like to thank RAN2 and RAN3 for their Reply LS on 5MBS progress and issues to address, and would like to provide the following feedback:
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RAN2 response:

RAN2 assumes that in case the UE which joined the multicast session is in RRC CONNECTED state when the session is started, the gNB sends RRC Reconfiguration message with relevant MBS configuration to the UE and there is no need for separate session start notification for this UE. It is not clear whether the same should apply for session activation. To resolve this issue, RAN2 would like to request a clarification from SA2 about whether and what the difference is between a session start and session activation and between a session stop and session deactivation.

RAN2 has not yet discussed how the UEs in RRC IDLE and RRC INACTIVE states are notified of the multicast session start (and/or activation) and RAN2 will inform SA2 once the progress on that aspect is made.
RAN3 feedback: To progress this topic, RAN3 would like to ask SA2 to clarify the differences between the following terms: session start/session activation and session deactivation/session stop and their implication to NG-RAN functions.

RAN3 also deduces from the TR that a UE may be in any CM/RRC state at MBS Session activation/start. 

Further, RAN3 would like to ask for confirmation from SA2 whether a UE is supposed to receive the MBS Session activation notification also when served by a non-supporting NG-RAN node.
RAN3 would like to ask RAN2 and SA2 to consider how to page the UEs which are not in RRC_CONNECTED state, whether a group notification towards NG-RAN supporting MBS and, if applicable, to NG-RAN nodes not supporting MBS is needed/feasible/beneficial comparing to the legacy paging methods.
[SA2 answer] 
For session start and session activation, same handling applies in NG-RAN applies, and for session stop and session deactivation, same handling applies in NG-RAN as follow:
At Session Start or Session Activation, shared delivery resource for MB Session is allocated in NG-RAN and MB-UPF including the setup of the shared tunnel between NG-RAN and MB-UPF.

At Session Stop or Session Deactivation, shared delivery resource for MB Session is released in NG-RAN and MB-UPF including the release of the shared tunnel between NG-RAN and MB-UPF. 
What message names are used towards the NG-RAN for MBS Session Start/Activate procedure and for MBS Session Stop/Deactivate procedure during normative phase.

To RAN3 question “RAN3 would like to ask RAN2 and SA2 to consider how to page the UEs which are not in RRC_CONNECTED state, whether a group notification towards NG-RAN supporting MBS and, if applicable, to NG-RAN nodes not supporting MBS is needed/feasible/beneficial comparing to the legacy paging methods”, SA2 concur with RAN3 that group notification is beneficial comparing to the legacy (i.e. individual) paging and will be be captured in the TR conclusion.

To RAN3 question“… whether a UE is supposed to receive the MBS Session activation notification also when served by a non-supporting NG-RAN node”, SA2 has so far investigated group paging only for NG-RAN supporting 5MBS, and has not considered group paging for NG-RAN not supporting MBS. SA2 is willing to cooperate if RAN WGs have any proposal.
2
Actions
To RAN2, RAN3: 
ACTION: 
SA2 kindly asks RAN2 and RAN3 to take the above into account.
3
Dates of next TSG SA WG2 meetings
TSG SA WG2 Meeting #144E

April 12-16, 2021
Electronic meeting
TSG SA WG2 Meeting #145E

17 – 28 May 2021
Electronic meeting
-	The 5GC shall be able to trigger NG-RAN nodes to notify session start/activation of an MBS session to UEs.


Editor's note: How the NG-RAN node notify session activation to UEs relies on RAN WG feedback.











