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1
Overall description
CT1 has defined disabling and re-enabling of UE's N1 mode capability for 3GPP access (see TS 24.501 subclause 4.9.2). After the UE has disabled its N1 mode capability for 3GPP access, the UE will move to 4G and indicate EPC that N1 mode not supported (i.e. the UE does not support 5GC NAS).
With above, CT1 has discussed following sceanrio:

(1) The UE operating in single-registration mode has disabled its N1 mode capability when registered in 5G and then moves to 4G of the current PLMN with N26 interface supported.

(2) The UE initiates an EPS attach or TAU procedure in 4G during which the UE will indicate N1 mode is not supported.

(3) Hereafter, the UE requests to establish a new PDN connection in 4G during which the UE will not generate the PDU session ID included in the (e)PCO IE to the network and the network will not include the mapped PDU session parameters (e.g. QoS flow descriptions, Session-AMBR, QoS rules) included in the (e)PCO IE to the UE.

(4) The UE re-enables its N1 mode capability in 4G and then moves back to 5G.
As in step (3), there is no mapped PDU session parameters included in the PDN connection, this PDN connection cannot be transferred to 5G in step (4). Session continuity for 5GS interworking was broken.

CT1 would like to ask SA2:

(1) If in above step (3), a combo PGW-C+SMF was selected for the PDN connection, whether and how to maintain the session continuity for this PDN connection when moving back to 5G?
(2) If in above step (3), a standalone PGW was selected for the PDN connection, whether and how to maintain the session continuity for this PDN connection when moving back to 5G?

 2
Actions
To 3GPP SA2 

ACTION: 
3GPP CT1 kindly asks 3GPP SA2 to answer above questions.
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Dates of next TSG CT WG1 meetings
TSG CT WG1 Meeting 127-bis-e (electronic)
25-29 January 2021

TSG CT WG1 Meeting 128-bis-e (electronic)
25 February – 05 March 2021w
