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1 Introduction

This contribution is an updated version of S2-001285, which was discussed in Vancouver. It proposes that a separate logical entity holds the serving CSCF selection function.

1.1  Overview of S-CSCF selection criteria

The S-CSCF selection procedure is justified by the existence of S-CSCFs in the networks with different capabilities or availability states. 

The following criteria can be identified when an S-CSCF has to be selected:

a) The subscription profile of the subscriber and more specifically, the capabilities required of the S-CSCF for the provision of the services in the user profile.

b) The service capabilities and toolkits supported by the visited network and/or the home network (depending on the network designated for service control), but more specifically,

c) The capabilities of the different S-CSCFs in the specific network 

Additionally, taking into consideration the following factors should not be precluded:

d) Current load on the S-CSCFs in the network (e.g. in terms of served users, number of conferences, etc.)

e) Geographical location of the S-CSCF in the network
f) Etc… 

2 Advantages of having the S-CSCF selection function as an independent logical entity

The introduction of the S-CSCF selection function in the architecture as a separate logical entity has the following advantages: 

· It is the optimal architecture for multiple I-CSCF and multiple S-CSCF network configurations. The reasons for this being that 

· This centralised function includes communication with all S-CSCFs in the network to assetain their resource load. With this proposal only one NE needs to be updated

· The updates required all over the network as new selection criteria are introduced be minimised. 

· It can have its own reliability requirements, different from those of HSS or I-CSCF

· It is specialised on a particular function, therefore, it can be better optimised for it, and the architecture is flexible enough to cope with a wide variety of selection criteria. 

3  Proposal

To agree that:

There is a separated logical entity for S-CSCF selection. 
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