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Proposed LS on terminology in OSA specifications

At the S2 VHE/OSA drafting meeting in Montreal, S2 discussed the usage of the term Service Capability Feature (SCF) in OSA specifications.

The term is used in stage 1 specifications with apparently a different meaning from stage 2 and stage 3 specifications. Stage 1 specifications use the term to define requirements on capabilities to be supported by the OSA API, while stage 2 and stage 3 specifications use it to define a component of the OSA API, composed of a set of interfaces.

The definition of an SCF in stage 2 and stage 3 specifications result from an analysis of the stage 1 requirements and result in API design decisions, which may be based, for instance, on the following aspects:

· Simplicity of the API, e.g. definition of a generic call control SCF with limited functionality

· Similarities between seemingly separate requirements, e.g. message transfer and data download

· Potential mapping on network entities, e.g. should capabilities supported by different network entities be integrated in a single SCF or not?

· Efficiency, e.g. how to minimise network traffic generated by the usage of the OSA API?

As there might not be a one-to-one mapping between an SCF defined in stage 1, which corresponds to requirements, and an SCF defined in stage 2/3, which corresponds to a component of the OSA API, S2 kindly suggests S1 to use another term to define capabilities required from the OSA API.

